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| ORDINATION. © 

ee „ V tr 3 > 
Ie T heard the Voice of the Lords ſayi * 
* | - whom ſhall T ſend? eAnd who will go for 


T is no Abſurdity at all, at the Ordination of a 
Goſpel Miniſter, to borrow Inſtructions from the 
Miſſion of an Evangelical Proph@; for the Tea- 
e is for Subſtance the ſame, that is lodg'd in 
both theſe earthen Yeſſels. And tho there are Diver- . 
Aties of Gifts, and Adminiſtrations, various Degrees, of 1 Cor. 12. 
Light, and Methods of Revelation, yet all theſeworketh 4, 11. 
that ope and the ſelf ſame Spirit; the very ſame Spirit 
f the Lord, that both came upon the Old Teſtament 
I Prophets, and remains with the New Teſtament Mi John 14. 
; Dey: In 69 Þ to 296 Old 1d Frantz E 
1 evelation, Goſpel Preaching is cald Propheſying, let „ 
« - | Us propheſie N to the Proportion of Faith. 2 . 
Ii the Prophets are call'd the Brethren of 2 „„ 
Ii ters. The Angel ſaith to John, I am th Fellow Ser. Rev. 22. 
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vant, and of thy Brethren the Prophets. The ordittry 9. 
I | Influences and Operations of the Spirit, and its plen. 
Ii tiful Effuſion in ds in the Predition. and * oh 
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4. 4 Sermon præachd 
Promiſe of it, is repreſented by the peculiar and er: 


2 r 9 f 
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traordinary ways of Diſcovery of the Divine Will then 
in uſe, Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your 
Sons ant your Daughters ſhall propheſie; they ſhalt have 
a clear Inſight into the Things of God, and be able to 
ſpeak clearly of them to one another. 
None perhaps of a 
had a more awful and ſolemm Miſſion than the Pro- 


ena ſs who ſpake ſo plainly and fully of Chriſt, 


and ti Grace of the Goſpel ; Ezekie!s Miſſion was 
likewiſe very awful, whole Errand chiefly-was to re- 
proye and threaten, and diſplay the Terrors of the 
Law. But the Viſion that introduc'd his Miſſion was 
more dark and myſtical. 
We diſpute not whether this was Jaiab's firſt Miſ- 
ſion; *tis likely it was not; the Sermons: in the fore- 
going Chapters being placed before it. He had, if I 
may fo ſay, prophefied for ſome Time as 4 


that he might firſt be try d, and might himſelf make 


Trial of his Work; in that he was owned of God; 
and yet he had this ſolenmn Miſſion afterwards ; he 
Was before ſent of God, ſpake in his Name, and knew 
He did; but his — was then virtual and im- 


| pus, but was now more expreſly recogniz'd, when 


is Work grew more upon his Hands, and the Diffi- 
calties and Oppoſitions he met with in it did increaſe. 
Now this Embaſſador made his Publick Entry. 
If we look back to the Preparatives for this Solemni- 
ty, which we have an Account. of in the foregoing 
Verſes of this Chapter, we ſhall find the Prophet ve- 
ry deeply touch'd with a humbling Senſe of his own Sin- 
fulneſs, and a comfortable Senſe of the Pardon of Sin, 
and his Acceptance with God. I take notice of theſe 
for Inſtruction to you, Brother, who are this Day 


dedicating your ſelf to the Service of God ix the 


Goſpel of his Son, that you may walk in the ſame 


Spirit. 


x. He was much affected with a Sight and Senſe of 


his own ſinſuineſs and unworthineſs. See how he cries 
out, upon a fight of God in his Glory, and hearing 


His Holineſs prais'd, Wo is me, for I am undone, I am 


= cutoff. So the Word is, I am worthy to be cut off 


from all my Privileges, and Hopes 'as an fraelite, 
for I am a Man of Unclean Lips, unfit, unable to be 
"os Moy: 
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the Old Teſtament Prophets | 
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7 by our anworthineſs, and making us ftrong out 
of We 


artfully, affectedly, and with Deſign.” - 


employed in ſpeaking for God, I dwell indeed in the 
10 Fa Po Fl, h, that deſerve to be re- 
prov'd, and need to be reform d, but how mt am 1 
to be made uſe of as an Inſtrument herein, who am 
my ſelf a Man of unclean Lips; and never ſaw ſo 
much of it, nor ſo much of the Evil of it, as now 
that mine 2 ſeen the King, the Lord of Hat. 
God looks upon thoſe as fitteſt to be honowr'd by 
him, and employ'd for him, that are humble and low 
in their own Eyes. When a Soul is brought to cry 
out, Wo is me, for I am undone, tis then in a fair way 
to be made for ever. As Chriſt, ſo Chriſtians are firſt 
humbled, and then exalted , like a Corn of Wheat, die 
firſt and then revive. ES DE; 
And as to particular Services, before Honour is Hu- 
mility. When we ſee our ſelves utterly unworthy of 
the Honour, and anſit for the Service we are called - 
to, then Free Grace will be the more magnified in 


of akneſs. They who abaſe themſelves under 
rong Convictions of their own ſinfulneſs and vile: 
neſs, into an intire Subjection to God's Grace and G- 
vernment, and a chearful Condeſcerſion to the meaneſt 
Services, theſe are they whom the King of Kings 
delights to honour. They ſtand faireſt for Prefer- | 


ment in the /eſſiah's Kingdom, and are likely to be Mat. 1889 
great in it, who humble themſelves [ke little Chil- 4. * 


dren, who do it naturally, and with Sincerity, not 
2. He was likewiſe impreſs'd with a comfortable 
Aſfurance of the Pardon of his Sin, and his Reconcili-  *% 
ation to God. A Coal from the Altar was laid upon Ver. 6, 7. 
his Mouth, not to burn it, but to purifie it, to take a- | 
way the Uncleanneſs of his Lips which he complain d 
of, for the Sin that truly humbles us ſhall not ruin 
us ;, and it was ſaid to him, Lo, this has touched thy 
Lips, thine Iniquity is taken away, and thy Sin purged. © 3 
And bleſſed is the Man, thrice bleſſed is the Miniſter Plalm 32. 
whoſe Iniguity is forgiven, and who knows it, by the rt. 
Witneſs of. God's Spirit with his Spirit. They who 
are thus ſprinkled from an Evil Naas are beſt pre- Heb. 9. 
par'd to ſerve the living God, and can come boldly to 14. 
and from the Throne of his Grace; 15 8 | 
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24 Sermon Preachd ' 
None are ſo fit to diſplay zo others the Riches of 
Goſpel-Grace, as thoſe who have themſelves receiv'd 
the Comfort of it. They can beſt preach Chrift cru- 
tified, who have known experimentally the Power of 
his Death, and are themſelves cloth'd with that ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, which by it he brought in. And 
how feelingly may they preach Repentance and Re- 
zuiſſion of Sins. to others, who have themſelves taſted 
the Bitterneſs of diſcover d Guilt, and the Sweetneſs 
of a ſealed Pardon, And this is one Reaſon why the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation is committed to Men like 
our (elves, who labour under the ſame Burthens, and 
lie open to the ſarne Dangers with the reſt of Mankind 
the great Prophet cries out, Wo is me, I am undone ; 
. the great Apoſtle cries out, O wretched Man that 1 
am; that others, who make the ſame Complaints with 
them, may be encouraged to hope for the ſame Relief 
that they found ; and that they may recommend to } * 
others the ſame Bottom which they have themſelves 92 
built upon, and comfort others with he ſame Comforts | |» 
wherewith they themſelves were comforted of God. H 
The Prophet being thus prepar'd to have. ſo great a 5 
Work, and ſo great a Truſt put into his Hand, we 
have in the Text and the following Verſes the com- q 
mitting of that Work, and that Truft to him ; for as 
God ſends none but thoſe whom he has firſt prepar d, Z, 
ſa thoſe whom he has by his Grace prepar'd, he will 
ſome time or other find an Opportunity to ſend; for ph 
God makes nothing in vain. Jeremiah that is form & 
for a Prophet, ſhall be ordain'd a Prophet. 1 
Now obſerve in my Text the ſolemn Treaty and fe 
Tranſaction between God and Jſaiah upon this Mat- 
ter. Behold a Communion between God and Man; E- 
Cen. 17.3. as of old, God talked with Abraham. Be aftoniſh'd, O 
5 Heavens at this, and wonder, O Earth, the Lord of 
Life and Glory convèrſeth familiarly with poor ſin- 
ful dying Worms of the Earth, as one Friend con- th 
verſeth with another. Iſaiah hears the Voice of the 
Lord, and underſtands it, returns a direct Anſwer to | 7 
it, and receives a Reply, and thus a Correſpondence 1 
is ſettled between him and Heaven, in order to the D. 
carrying on of the Work that was before him. = 
This Communion with God, is that which all Chriſti- | 
ans muſt keep up by Faith, both in receiving the 
ED 7 | Word 


thers to God, if we never ſpoke to him intelligentiy and 
ſincerely for our ſelves? How can we carry on the Trea- 


ſend? 


Repreſentation to Micaiab, when be ſaw the Lord 


Word from God, and in lifting up their Prayers to 
him. When thouſaid i 1 ] heard what Pſal.27.8, 
thou faidft, underſtood the meaning of it, apply'd it 
to my ſelf, and comply'd with it, h Heart preſentiß 
anſwer d, Thy Face, Lord, will 1 ſeek. Return ye Jer. 3. 22. 
back/iiding Children; Behold we come unto the. ab 
And it is that which Ainiſters particularly are con- 
cern'd to acquaint themſelves with; for an eperimen- 1 
tal Knowledge of the Myſtery of Commmnion with God, 
which the greateſt part of the World are ſuch utter 
Strangers to, is without doubt a very neceſſary Quali- 
fication for that Office and Work, which was inſtitu- 
ted on purpoſe for the maintaining and carrying on of 
that Communion. How can we expect that God 
ſhould ſpeak by us, if we never heard him ſpeaking te 
45, or that we ſhould be accepted as the Mouth of o- 


ty of Peace between God and Man, if we have not by 
ſearching the Scriptures come to know ſomething of 
the Mind of Ged, nor by ſearching into our own 
Hearts come to know ſomething of the Caſe of Aan? 
Maoſes was firſt well acquainted with God himſelf, en- 
quir'd concerning his Name, and heard it proclaim d, 
before he was employ'd as a Mediator between God 
and Iſrael, And Samuel was firſt brought to know the 
Lord, and his Word, and then was efabliſy'd a Pro- 1 Sam. 3. 
et. | 98 5 WOT TE 7720. 

Now in the Text we have two things concerning 
Jaiah's Miſſion. | | 

1. The Counſel of God concerning it. Whom ſbali I 


2. The Conſent of Iſaiah to it. Here am I, ſend me. 
Each of theſe will furniſh us.with ſome aſeful  Obſer- 
vations, proper to the preſent Occaſion. N 
For the 1ſt, We have here, The Counſel of God con- 
cerning it; and it is good to run up all divine things to 
the Divine Counſels ; the Streams to the Springs. Gd 
is here introduc'd, as it were deliberating, and ad- - 
vifing with himſelf whom he ſhould ſend to ſhew the 
Houſe of Jacob their Sins, and their Miſery, and 


Danger, becauſe of Sin; as if he were conſidering and 


conſulting about it, Whom ſhall I ſend? We have a like 
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of Sem Proachd 
5 fitting on his Throne, ſurrounded with the Hoſt of 
TY Heaven, and heard him b. Who fhall perſmade . 
. x Kings Ahab, that he may gb up and fall at Ramoth Gilead? 
| 22.1929 Now this is ſpoken &»3ewrorab0c, after the er 1 7 
ou Aan, and therefore according to our Rule we m G 
take care to tinderſtand it Seogeròs, To as becomes i 
God, and ſo as not to derogate from the Glory of th 
any of his infinite Perfe&ions 
As God needy not to be counſelled by others; for ¶ or 
who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his on 
- 13, 14. Counſellor hath taught him; ſo he need not confult with by, 
himſelf; For” Deliberating ſuppoſeth ſomething off 
Hefitation, which is not to be ſuppos'd in the eternal I att 
Mind, as God never varies from himſelf, fo he never 
wavers in himſelf. Known unto God are all his Works, 2 
from the Beginning of the World;, when Chriſt ask d my 
| 6. _—_— Whence ſhall we buy Bread that theſe may eat, us; 
5,6. be ſaidit, only to prove him, for he himſelf knew well C8 
enough what he would do. BEES L 
But ſometimes the Wiſdom of God, tho never at 
a loſs, is expreſsd by a folemn- Conſultation; to ſhew 
that what God doth is the Reſult of an eternal Coun- 
ſel. And ſome have obſerv'd that God is never 
1 brought in conſulting with himſelf, but in Caſes 
(wherein Man was concern'd, who is the particular 
Cure of the Divine Providence. As about the Crea- 
Gen. x, tion of Man, Let us make Man; and after the Fall, Ihr 
26. The Man is become as one of us; and when the Nati- Ma: 
— 3.22. ons were to be diſpers'd, Let us go and confonnd their I. 
II. 5,6. Languages. God would hereby ſhew that there is a 
Eph.1.41. Counſel in his whole Mill; and would teach us to ponder 
Prov. 4. the Path of our Feet, and to conſider our Ways, and to | : 
26 do nothing raſþly, but to make uſe. of our own Wiſ- | 
Hag. 1:5.dom, by communing with our own Hearts ;, and of the 
Wiſdom of others, by asking Advice of them; for in 
miultitude of Counſellors there is Safety. . 1 
And God's being introduced here, conſidering 
whom he ſhould ſend, intimates that the ſending forth |; 
ef Miniſters, is a Work not to be done but upon a” 4 | 
muature Deliberation, and with good Advice. Chriſt þ 
did not ſend out his Apoſtles to preach, till he had / 
kept them ſome time with him as his Pupits ; and our | 
I Tim. 5. Rule is to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, leſt we be 
22 Partakers af other Mens Sin  . “ 
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„Nee ae obſerve, aws 3 
— — is here See - . 
* opoſin 3 and 5 
Ga 5 055 tis Che Parſons. | 
* [ſew in lng, the ſame that: be fired 
firſt. Verſe, upon his: re, dnigh: and li bed 60. 1 b 
Net eint he 4 . Man hath ſeen: chat 16 | 
or can ſue it, but ſuch a Dilly of bi lis Glory in Vaſt 
on, 8 pleas d at this Time do mamifeſt Sine 
by, ata Moſes and./frael at Mount Sinai 
Wen God thus appedr d in his Clary and Mijelty, — "wo 
attended: with a gloriaus Retinue of Holy geit, _ 8. B. 4 
eir Adorations, thin: was he conſidering whom 
dend upon an Embaſſie-to! Man ; and- it \tends: _ 
d much to ſet off the enfions of God's Grace o 
us, that he is eee ſo kindly takes 
ell J Cognizatce and Care c. His Cndreſe is bis Glor 
In, and adds Luſtre to is Greatneſs, and among Men 
oe 8 are truly che great. that ate: det, an and do = 
gba aa it magpifics his Goodueſe, That: tho hee "> 
infinitely! Happy in the: Eajoyme «of himſelf, W, 
e Kom Eternity, 2 gre . have hee 0 ** 
ty, if we had newer | 
he has an Eye to Man, * Concern for dim. Thi 
be be infinitely «boue the poſſibility of being benefited 
by os; . thus he viſits: a Aer E thus God's klalmt 8. 
akes his Fry! ſhine th e bri ghter I, 4+ dax 
the age God why W. a 
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*| | wank 19 rest Wen od 
151 f the Afmiftry, that how God was; about to ſend 4 
712 [Prophet to ſpeak to his People in hr / ame, he would 


thus appear in the Glories of the upper Woxld, pon & 
brone high and lifted up, as one that is Gow over 
2 — higher than the higheſt. Th. 
mon —. * pr Men —— level e 
le and eſpiſed, the Thing. k | 
World, — the weak, yet he that ſends them is en- 
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en them, und will. bear — whoſe- 
4hey are, arid) whole Meſſages they bring, 


5 mean, their Character. 15 ee they are the Hm? 
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under all the Chmtenpts thatareput- u them, and 
are loaded with, that how! much 

ampled pen and run —_—— Ihe that 


who! Ming 


peer they are 


Protect them, and will 332 — is the Lord; þ 


Erh. 4.8. 


Goſp el Mens 


and lifted up. oSuch-/an'Horniour\doth it put upon 

Ames, and ſuch- Enrpuragements doth it 

2 to Goſpel nifters, that our Lord Jeſus! aue bt 
Gifts unto © e e yyhen he aſcended: dun his 

when he enter d — Glorigs' of his Eeabel 


ond rode in Triumph leaamùug Captivity captives Em- 
balfladors have reſpi# paid een to the Digs 


matedd in the Platal: Nuntlier chere us d, imboabrlbyo for 
| * Tis one God 


. Plural Termination of E/ohipr, yet join 'd with:Words 
bf the Singular Numberz s rh beginning. DX 
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is God conſulting: with his Houft of Judgment, ſo the 
- Jews,. but they know nom nor — tell us what the 


| vo > Prophets ge fo TT I they ſent on th 


nity, not of their Prevate Families, but * the: Prince 
that ſends them. 1) id 03.5% 11. 22 5 bu K 
>> 24 It is God in Tbrae Pebfanes which i is ainly inti· 


di who ſaitbouhom ſnall ſend, 10 
et this On is bree Perſons, the very ſume that 
id, Let ure Man 00 is intimate the 


Ding Di eregeit. "As fordbtiine Eleah, Which ds 
Singular, J Join with a "Word Plural," enge 
wy Makep: * 9 N 0; 77 Make 


er now thy 'G Stor! TR by Creat 995 
fith Corpejus itho!; ;they.are, not ſull z 
AT meek Pegs _ 15 ill, it 2 l 
5 10 Fi d in 0 be K ein Nein wk JL 
The Adverſaries. of: this Truth ſeek to avoid the 
— of the urgument from this Text, and the like; j be 


by ſaying, that hen God fairh, Let usmake Mum, an 


who will go for ws, he ſpeaks Sure Regio, ſo the 01 
mans in the Style 


of Kings, We will and Command; 
but it was not ſo us d in the Am Language: Tharit 


mean by it; with the Awels, ſo ſaith Grivous, \ | But 


Err 
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Errands No, theſe are meer Evaſions; tis the fames 
that faith, whom ſhall 7 ſehd? In the Singular Num: 
— 1d who will go for 25? In the Plura Num? 
And to give the greater Light and Weight to this, 
it is ILAN | that the Words which follow in the? i 
two nent Verſes; which: the Lord ſaid, Go make che Ver. 9,15. 
Heart of "this People far, are in the New Teſtament: | 
apply d both to the Son aid to the Holy G hat. They 
are applied to the Son, Where Eſaiu, when he ſaid: 
theſe Thingi is ſaid to hade ſeer his Glory; the Gloty john 12. 
of Chriſt, (for of him the Evangeliſt is there writing) go, ar, 
and to haye ſpoken of hin And to the Bleſſed Opt” | 
rit, where it is ſaid, -Well'ſpake the Holy-Ghoſt by Eſai- 


as the Prophet unto our Fathers, ſaying, Go unto this Acts 28. 
People, and hy, Hearing ye ſpall hear, and Salt not a5. 26; 
un E and. ein en „ 007 AT Ye cal 23 CW „ | 


The Three Perſons in the Bleſſed Trinity glori- 
ouſly concur as in the creating of Man, ſo in the e. 
deeming- and governing of Man, and particularly in 


| ſending Meſſengers to the Children of Men, to bring 


them Revelations of the Will of God. Miniſters are 
ardain d, in the ſame Name into which Chriſtians —— 
are haptiz d, In the Name of the Furhor, and of the Mat. 29. 
Sen, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; nor could they baptixe in 19+ 5 
that Name, if they were not commiſſion d by the 
Authority, and devoted to the Glory of that Name. 1 
The Three that bear record on Earth, the Spirit, the r John Jo, 
Water, and the, Blood, that is, the Scriptures, and 7» © 
the Two Sacraments, are derived from the Three that 
bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Spirit; and the /aft of the Three that bear record in 
Heaven, is the ſame with the firſt of the Three that 
bear record on Earth, as the Nexus or Bond of Union 


„between them. And the Spirit ſpeaking to the Churches Rev. 3. 7, 


by Miniſters, as Expoſitors of the Scripture, and 


th jj Stewards of the Myſteries of God, they may therefore 


bj ſend, an 
| = - Meſſage of Wrath againſt Iſrael, which 
ve 


e juſtly look d upon as ſent hy, and going for, the Fa- 


her, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


| Scilly, What the Cnſultation is, whom ſhall I 


who will go for us? Some think this refers to 


aye in the next Verſes; who will be willing to 


J go upon ſuch a melancholy Errand? Who can be pre- 
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; , vail with to carry a Meſſage, e no 
8 Eck. 3. but carry as the Prophet Ezekiel gid, in the bi 


«3.2.4 to that "On | | | 3 
their Heart fat, and their Ear egg: we 


2 Cor. 2. per tendency of the Word, was to be a favour: Liſe 
M 76... io Life, but if it prove a ſavaur of Death unto Death, 
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But I rather take it ore lar ly, for all: | Meſſa- 

ges which he was intruſted to deliver in God's Name 
5 the ſecondary Effect of which was — 

making o 

itt was by no means the Primary Intention; 


ET that's their Fault Who make an ill uſe of it. 1 OR 3-36 
Whom! ſpall 1755 Some one muſt be ſent, this 
periſhing ſelf· deſtroying People muſt have fair marn- 

©. - © ang given them, but it was hard to find a proper Meſ- 
ſenger. Not that God was in doubt whom tp ſend; 
when he has Work to do, he will not want Inſtru-. 
ments ta do it by, for. he can either find der: fit; or 
male them fo, dut it intimates, that the Buſineſs 

was ſuch as requir d a well accompliſt d Meſſenger, be- 

yond thoſe, that he had hitherto employ d; he muſt 


Pſalm 89. exalt to this Honour one choſen. out of the People, and 


19. _' qualified with uncommon Abilities. Who is a choſen 
Jer-49. Man, a choice Man, that I may appoint over her, 
4 who is that Shepherd, that will ſtand before me? _ 


ll; T 50,44. God now appear'd attended with Holy eri 
._ Nerf A . 1 2 


dright, and bleſſed Seraphims, that had each of them 

fix Wings, and could make more haſte, and deliver à 
meſſage herter than any of the Sons of Men, could; 
and yet he asks whom ſhall I ſend ? For he would ſen 


1 Kings by a Mar like themſelves; when Abab's falſe Pro- 


22.20, 28. phets were to deceive him to his Deſtruction, it was 
di.one by a lying Spirit that went forth from before the 
Lord. But when Goſpel Grace was to be propheſied 

of by a true Prophet, no created Spirit is employ d, 

but God's own Spirit comes upon the Prophets. 

Now henee we may gather Three Obſervations. 
. Firſt, It is the unſpeakable Favour of Gad to us, that 
he is pleas d to ſend his Mind to us, and to ſend it by 
Aen like our ſelves. . Divine Revelation is a ſignal To- 
ken of the Divine Good Vi, and. ought ſo to be ac: 
counted of, Man by catching at forbidden Know- 
ledge, forfeited all. that which would be ſaving and 
ſerviceable; and how well did he. deſerve, to bs de: 
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Nun bf altthe Lipkt of Divine 
his Light of 
had ahmoſt bur 


# Reaſon under a 1 * 
ry'd it in Darkneſt; and: by his 


„ rance had willy alienured hum. be 577 Eph. 4. 18 
a- wy Juſtly might God have ſaid; ry from: ET 4 
ne re petty more to ſuch a Rebel, and then his Ca 

he Nl ba as deſperute i that of fallen, Angels, and h& . 

ut maſt have: wonders ently, bid not God beer, hi 


But in Pity Man, and 8 to his Reco? 

hy = Recor prion; Bris of Divitie Light . 5 

+» B #4 dart om Heaven; t 1 

nis after this ſtray-ſheep, to E He 7 . Mic. 6.8, 

* thee O Man what is good ; unto Man * ſaid, Be- Jo 

el. I hold the Frur of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, 2 18 g 

dz Men I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of Aen. No- or. K 

ur: I tice is given us of the Diſpleaſure of God againſt W 

or ¶ that we may avoid it; of the Kindneſs and Good 1 

els ¶ of God to us, that we may improve it; and of the Du i * 

Dex | ty God reguires of us, that we may do it. He has nette 

aft e from our E ;yes, the Things that belong to our Peace 

nd and Welfare; but has at ſundry Times, and in divers 

ſen ¶ Manners + given iven us to underſtand them, and put us i 

#d. | Mind of t * 

„ Theſe notices he doth not bring to 1 himſelf, as 

once he did upon Mount Sai, but ſends them to ug, 

em || by thoſe of the ſame. Nature with us. The People 

r A I jrael were fo Jrightned at the Terrors of Sinai, that 

Id; || they deſir d from thence-forward God would ſpeak 4 

nd to them by Moſes, Speak thou with us, and we will Exod. 20, 

ro- ¶ hear, but let not God ſpeak with us left we die ; Herein 19 

vas they ſpoke the Senſe of al Mankind, and God agreed 

the to it; and tho? ſince then Angels have been often ſent _ 

ied upon ticular Errands, yet the ordinary InſtraQi- - | 

d ons 8 he Church hath been by Men formed out of the Job 3. 2 
Icq, whoſe Terror ſpall not make us afraid, nor their 7. 
Aan be heavy upon us, and they are according to out 

bat. we in God's Head. And this is very 1 to 4 

Istate of Probation, in which it were not a fair Trial, 

o- ſif by the Appearance of Angels thoſe Things were 

ae, [made ſenſible, which are now the Objects of Faick; 

W- [The Scriptures were not written by Angels, bat by 

nd | Holy Men of God, and the diſpenſing of thy Golpa is 

de: ee to faithful * n 
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| A PE. 
How ungratefub are thoſe to God; who inſtead. of 
giving him Thanks for the Favour of Divine Reve- 
Alstion, ridicus it and rum it down; and under pre- 
tence of Free-thinking ſhake off all the ſacred Obliga- 
tions of it, and thereby forfeit and renounce all t 
Ad vantages of it. Tis the greateſt Indignity that can 
be done to God, and the greateſt jury to Mankind. 
God has in tenderneſs to us, ſent us his Mind by Men 
Like our ſelves, and they abuſe this Favour, by ma- 
Ha 8 equal with thoſe that ſpake by Divine 
Luke 16. Authority. But if they believe not doſes and the 
ult. Prophets, neither would they be perſwaded, tho ane 
De een ,. 3 053) i 
| . . Secondly, It is arare Thing to find one that is fit ta 
215 for God, and to carry his Meſſages to the Children of if 
” . ' © Men. God here asks, whom: ſhall I:ſend? Where is me 
| the Perſon. that may be intruſted with ſuch an Er- rec 
0 N 2 Cor. 2. rand; who gs ſufficient for theſe Things? skilful, Te 
16. faithful Interpreter of the Mind of God, that ſhall 
Job 33. ſhew unto Man his Uprightneſs, is one of 4 Thouſand, 
. 23. p He muſt be an able Man indeed, that is fit to be 3 
2Cor.z3. Miniſter of the New Teſtament. 5 
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Such a Complication of Gifts and Graces, as are re: 


i quiſite to the right Diſcharge of this great Truſt, is 

lh, very ſeldom found. Such a Nee of Inſight into the In: 
i 5 Ayuſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, as is neceſſary 
„ to make a Man 5&ilful, and ſuch a Degree of Courage Iii 
1 for God, and Concern for Souls, as is neceſſary to ifs 
Fl make a Man faithful, is hardly tobe met with. Ma: + 
0 ny are willing enough to go, thit yet are nat fit to ha: 


0 de ſent; as there are ſome fit to be ſent, that are not ry 
6 willing to go. Solomon ſpeaks of the Inconvenience ICai 
jul of ſending meſſages by the Hand of Fools, they that da 0 
'f ſo, he ſaith, cut off the Feet and drink damage; and 
{7 tho Men have Parts, tis little better if they have not IB 
Prov. 10. Application; for as Vinegar to the Teeth, and Smoke ta Fin 
156. the Eyes, ſo is the Sluggard to him that ſends him: Of Ithe 
' 


wlbat ill Conſequence is it then, to have God's meſſa- fic... 
1 ges ſent by the Hand of Fgals or Sluggards, ſo that f 
AN conſidering how much Fglly. and Sloth prevail, we O,, 
j pay well ask as thoſe; at a lols, who ſhall be ſent, and id 
9 wp will go on God's Errand ? [ 
10 Tyirdly, None are allom d to go for God, hut thoſe fo 
i are ſem by him. Hs will cus none, büt luch ds fh! 
if - IY£4 2 5 . ; FO; : hs thin 


/ 


e Aimſeif appoints 3/as the Ordinandts muſt be only 
uch as ave of his Inſtitution, ſo the mer of the 
Ordinances muſt be of his Deſignation; eiſe they can: 
ot expect that his Preſence ſnould he with them; 'of 
hat his Power ſfould aecompany their Adminitrati> 
m. Tis fit the Maſter ſhould nominate his own” - 
Servants; he knows whom he hath choſen. When 
hriſt would ſend forth Apoſtles, he called unto him Mark 3. 
whombe W -J . 3. 
We ſare not now to expect imnediate Calls, ſuth as 
he Prophets and Apoſtles had, not of Men or by Men; 
iniſters have no extraordinary Commiſſions to pros 
duce, nor any miraculous Ratifications, they under- 
take not to foretell Things to come, by the Recompliſ. : 
ment of which to prove their Miſſion ; thoſe Were :.7 
requiſite to ſet the Wheels a going, both in the OId· 
Teſtament, and in the New; but they ceaſe when 
the Thing is ſettled ; nor do we think that the Mi. 
ſſon Ga Miniſter depends upon the ancrrtain Thread © 
f a Succeſſion: from the Apoſtles, which we 
cannot believe to be either requifire on the one hand; * 
re. Yor ſufficient on the other, But there is ſome” reſem- 
„ blance between God's ealling of | nifters now, and 
Ibis calling of Prophete of old; Prophets were calle& 
hen they. were gualiſied for the Office, when the - 
Vordof the Lord came to them; and there were Schools 
to ef cle Prophers, in which youhg Men'were train d u 
in 19 9 Exerciſes; ſo now thoſe whom Ge 
has by his Spirit qualzFe# for the Work of the Mu 
not cry, bave one conſiderable ſtep” erde e 
30 Call to which was then added à ſtrong Inclination | 
d Fro:this'work, purely for its own ſake ; Jeremiah faithh 
hat God's Word was'as a 2 up in Ms Jer, 20. 9 
not Bones; and that is ſtill the other ſtep towards a ho N 
"of vine Call; a:fincere Deſire to glorifie' God; and ſerve | 
. the, Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom, and promote the 
chat Palvatton of precious Souls, without repard to any" ſe- 
cular Advantage wharſoeyer. They in whom "ſuch _ 
Fer Oualifications tori the Work, and ſuch Diſpoſitions\'to  - 
and ſit meet, may be accounted ſent of Goa >And on'thele n 
rs the Church of England ſcems to lay the Streſs 
e ſof u uα,Oe ul to the N in the Queſtion put tio 
2 45 ah who offer themſelves to be ordain's;. whether they - 
1 think themſel ves mov d by the Holy Ghoft WE „ 
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on them the Office ef the Miniſt 105 "re 
don are mov'd\to: it by the f Obe 3 of 
In; yy _—— fit for it, ar hd 3 it ſetr the 
ecular Advantages. But thoſe h are tt 
TEX 0 de to have their Qualifica ions £xa 
| — and then by the Word and 
„Rer. ( in rr Jo are to be employ'd, "whoſe 
'4 Office it yrs give e to the Word and: * — er 
81 An muſt be ſolemnly recommended to — 0 
the ora — and their Dedication of them 
ſelves to C Service of ris Church-muft- 
YECORNIE'A. | x oy = * Office: miniſter d uta n 
— . 
1 lag a ray er, a 10 
5 an . We de and Sito mid” . wherenneo: God 
= , 7- d en. AK nnd 
„., This is eneravg ho by abe Dani; as all tba will aj 
| 2 10. prove themſelves ed Sheplurd: woſt; Hom hall 
i preach. except they he thus ſeut ? God comp 
1 5 23.21, Shale whe ram 5 did not ſend them 
' thera ( 


32. though) th | 
- _ Gand ver profit pry Panne a Thoſa, that gc 
6, Jl come hack without ſpeeding. Go 
[il own his .. ant D 2 
not Men's 1 t 
Internal Callornionen nere - and neither — —— 
here mot 3 | 
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al for bis . — A Servant af 
Kingdom and [ then when there is moſt Dus 
fien, and when the Neceſſity. of its Affairs calls moſt 
lor it; to be ready to go o G Errand, then when goo. 
wane elſe will, and he is 60 ſerl for: for: Netter, c bu 
ve eee * — — 


5 . * 
2 . 


mr, (tho it cannot but᷑ be a Grief. to he ſingular iv © 
8 for God, and to appear active for him, . - 

then «when Multitudes:decline his Service as mean, - 
and penilour; to make offers in Work for him, then 
when others ſeek for Excuſes, and Eva ſions to h 
e gf oof * f 5 ir Te ele 
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Get backwardneſs is there in many to a goo 
= Work, when it has any Thing of. Difficalty or Diſ- 
grace attending it; or to any Service for God, hen 
other Employments are more gainful and creditable 
in the World. Jonah is call'd to go to Nineveh, but 
"hell he has no liking to the Errand, and therefore flees to 
* Tarfhifh. The Tribes of Iſrael are ſummon'd to ap- 
alt pear in Defence of the publick Liberty and Property, 
Iagaiaſt Jab; King of Canaan, to come in to the Help 
of the Lord, to the Help af the Lord againſt the mighty; Judg. 3. 
and then when Gilead abides beyond Jordan, and Lap 17. 
pF that Faltin Tribe cautiouſly remains in Shipsz then 
for the Princes of ac har, that intelligent, that induſtrit t Chron, 
-Offf ous Eribe) bravely to appear with Deborah, even I. 12. 32, 
Hl char andalfo Berak; then for Zehulun and Naphtal Gen. 49. 
fore] to jeopard:their Loves: tu the Death in the high Places af 55; 0 
t gol 2be Fledd, in the common Cauſe, this 46 thank-worthy, J fg 
300 He is the truly. Chriſtian Hers, that-dargy.lay bis Hane 
to deſpiſed Plow, and a deſerted one, that has Courage — 
na to ſubmit to a Yoke; Which ſo many like, the Nablgs Neh. 3- 5: 
up of Tekoaare aſham' d and afraid to put heir Necks U 
I der. Thoſe who thus boldly appear fox th 
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up of Retigion's Intereſt, are worchy of double Ho- 

eur; this was it that gain d Levi the Henour of be 
wall ing God's Tribe, the Holy Tribe, that when doſes 
nom made Proclamation in the. Gate of the Camp, ahe.zs Exod. 32. 

on the Lord's fide: to avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant G. 

pea upon the Makers af the Golden Calf, that Tribe dr - 
I ſtinguiſh'd themſelves and came in to ler thus 
fia did Iſaiah here, when every one was /oy of the Office, 
ne The Errand on which 1/aiah was to go, Was à ve 

wel] melancholy Errand, Go mate the Heart of this Peapls 
hig fat, and yet he offer'd himſelf to the Service. When 
we are call d to act or ſpeak for God, we muſt not 
moſt] fay, we would go, if we were ſure we ſhould have 
vhenl good. Succeſs, and our meſſage would be acceptable, 
> dal but we muſt go, and leave the Succeſs to God. Lord, 
Mel tn dels. & make 
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Sermon Preuch ! 
make what uſe thou pleaſeft of me, I will not mur 
or diſpute; tho' in the Event: our Miniſtry ſhould 
| «prove contrary to what it is in the Intention, to hare 
den People inſtead of ſoftening them, and to aggravate 
their Condemnation inſtead of preventing it, which is 
A very uncomfortable diſcouraging Conſideration, yet 
ve muſt go on in it, knowing that in the Iſſue, God 
 Jfaiah had been himſelf in a very melanc holy Frame, 
in the 5th Verſe, Wo is me, for I am undone, much 
indiſpos d, and burther'd, yet nom he has Conrage e- 
nouggh to offer himſelf to the Work, which then he 
could not think of without Terrour ; for he had b 
aſſur'd, that his Sins were pardon d, his Tniguity taken 
ama, and then his Fears are ſilenc d, the Clouds are 
3 blown over, and all is well. Many have come to 
be eminently ſerviceable to God and his Church in 
 . their Day, that at fit were low-ſpirited, and labour d 
under great Diſcouragements. When God by bis 
SFPrßpirit ſpeaks to the Heart good Words and comfortable 
Dan. 10. Words, thoſe who like Daniel were ſallen with: their 
19. Faces to the Ground, are wonderfully lifted up and en- 
courage d, and are ready to ſay; as he did, Now, let 
m Lord ſpeal, for thou haſt ftrengthned me. 
j ſaiahs ſaying, Here am 1, ſend me, ſpeaks Three 
Ĩ ubings, for Direction to thoſe that are ſetting; out 
in the Work of the Miniſtry: His Readineſs, his Rex 
folution, and his Referring himſelf to God. 
1.᷑. His Readineſs. * He doth. not make Objections 
Exod. 4. 46 Mefes did, O my Lord, I am not Eloquent, or, ſend 
Io, 13. the Hand of him whom thou wilt ſend, any Body but 
| © me: But behold me; I preſent my ſelf to thee to be em- 
_ © Ploy'd as thou pleaſeſt, Here I am, ſend me. He was 
a Volunteer in the Service, not preſs d into it, but 
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Pſalm 
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| TIO. 3. willing in this Day of Power: In this as in other Things 
| , 2 Cor. 9. My 


. God loves a — Giver, a chearful Offerer.. 
, J 4 Heart (faith Deborah) is towards the Governours of 
K 9 * Hrael, that offer d themſelves willingly. It is recom- 
* mended to the Elders to feed the Flock of God, not 
r pet. 3. of conſtraint, but willingly," and of a ready Mind. In 
2. aul Acts of Obedience to the Calls of God, and Aſſi- 
| ffarce to the Work of God, we muſt be free and for- 

ward, as thoſe that know we ſerve a good Maſter, 

whoſe Work, not only his for us, but ours for him, is ho- 

* e nourable 


* 


Volume of the Book, he deter mines, he delights to do 
the Wilt of God; and ſhall not fail or be diſcourag d. Ita, 42. 4 


2 n Ordination. » 19 
ourable and glorious; tis its own Wages: Let us be 
brought under the Yoke of Chrift, by the conſtraining” 
Power of his Love to us, N our Hearts in 

pe to him again; and that's the acceptable Sacri- 
nice, which is bound to the Horns of the Altar, with 
hele Cords of a Man, theſe Bonds of Love: | 

How ready is God to hear and anſwer our Calls; 
he faith, behold me, behold me; even to thoſe that IIa. 65. 1. 
were not called by his Name; much more ready is he IIa. 58. 9, 
to ſay, Here 1 am, to thoſe that call upon him; and 
ſhould not we then be ready to anſwer his Calls, tho? 
the Service we are call'd to be never fo difficult and 
haz.ardous. Deſire not to be excus'd, when God has 
Work for you to do, nor let any thing keep you back 


- £Y 


rom that Honour, | | 
2. His Reſolution. He gives not only a free Conſent, 

but he is firm and fixed in it, doth not heſitate or 

waver, but is ready both to ſwear to it, and to per- 

arm it; and he will not be beaten off it, no more than 

the People of Iſrael, when they ſaid, Nay, but we Joh, 24. 

will ſerve the Lord; or Ruth, when ſhe ſaid, Intreat 21. 

2 not to leave thee, or to turn from following after ' 

thee. | 55 

Here am I, not only ready to go, but reſolv'd in 

the Strength of Divine Grace, to encoumter the great- 

eſt Difficulties, and to abide by the Service to the 

end. Send me, and I'll ſtick to it whatever it coſt 

me, and will never dry back. Thus Chriſtiang, 

thus Miniſters as good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt, ſhould . | 

war the good warfare with Courage and Conſtancyz;z ._ 

who is this that engageth his Heart to approach unto Jer, 30. 

me, ſaith the Lord? What an acceptable Servant is 2 L. 

this, that binds his Soul with a Bond to the Work of 

God, and is willing to have his Ear bord to God's 

Door-poſts, to ſerve him for ever. And good Reaſon 

have we thus to ſerve Chrift, fori with ſuch a fteady 

and unſbaten Reſolution did he undertake to ſave us; 

when it was ask'd, who will be Man's Redeemer? 

Who will take the Book, and open the Seals? And there Rev. 5. 2. 

was found none that would venture upon it, then ſaid 

Chrift, Lo I come; and finding it written of him in the pfalm 40. 

7, 8. 
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We find this Prophet long after reflecting with f: 


Iſa. 50. 


3, 758. 


2 Sermon Preach'd 1 


bundant Satisfaction upon that feddineſs of Reſolutian, 
with which he enter d upon his Prophetical Office, 
and in it he was both a Type of Chriſt, and a Pattern 


4, to Chriſtians. The Lord God, faith he, hath given 


' me the Tongue of the Learned, which he did by touch- 
ing his Lips with a Cole from the Altar; He hath o- 
pen d mine Ear, he hath promis'd to help me, and he 
2s near that juſtifieth me, and therefore I have ſet 7 
Face like, a Flint, I know that I ſhall nat be aſhamed, 
Thoſe who thus ſet out with Reſolution, may de- 
pend upon God to bear them out. 1 

3. His Referring himſelf to God. His expreſfing 
himſelf thus generally, Here am I, ſend me, intimates 
this; Lord, employ me as thou think'ſt fit; cut out 


what Work thou pleaſeſt for me. T'll never preſcribe, hi 


but ever ſubſcribe. , Here am I ready to go to whom, 


and on what Errand thou wilt, whatever Objections 


may be made againſt it. Lord, Iam at thy Service, 


intirely at thy Diſpoſe. Let the Will of God be done hin 
by, me, and done concerning me. 5 phe 
Thus we ſhould addreſs our ſelves to the Work of fl } 


4 


e Lord, with an intire Refignation of our ſelves to 

is Wiſdom and Soveraignty, The Heart muſt be 
Tabula raſa, white Paper to his Pen, ſoft Wax to his 
Seal : Let him write upon me what he pleaſeth, and 
make what Jmpreſſions he pleaſeth upon me. We 
wult enter upon the Service of God, with Joſpua's 
Queſtion, What ſaith my LoFd unto his Servant? And 
with St. Paul's, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 


And with the implicite Faith and Obedience of the 


Child Samuel, Speak Lord, for thy Servant hears. I 
de ſire nothing more, but the Honour of receiving 
thy Commands, and a Heart to comply with them. 
The Mind thus intirely referr'd to God is moſt ea- 
fie, and quiet to it ſelf, as waiting to know his Mind 
in Dependance upon his Promiſe, that the Mee he 
will guide in Judgment, and teach his Way. If we 


impartially ſearch the Scriptures, we may thence learn, 


what in the General God will have us to ſay and do 
for him; and if we keep our Eye upon his Providence, 


we may by that be aſliſted in the Application of the 


General Rules of the Word, for in it God guides ws 
with his Hie; and thus by Commuting our Way and 


Waka 
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nd a leading Star in all our Counſels, and firm foote 
g for all our Reſolyes; thus we flaud in an even 
lace. And certainly, we are then moſt our om Pof- 1 
eſſors, When we are leaſt our own Maſters; and have 
hen the greateſt Enjoyment of our ſelves, when we 
re moſt chearfully and unreſervedly devoted to God, 
with, Here am I, ſend me. 2 3 
For Application, Of the many obſervable uſeful 
ints we have given you from theſe Words, I ſhal 


- poly reſume Two, upon which to ground a Word 


xhortation, which I truſt may be profitable to all 
of us that are Miniſters, and particularly to you, 
Brother, who are now devoting your ſelf to the Ser- 
ice of our great Maſter in this High and Holy Cat 
ling, for the advancing of the Common Intereſts of his 

ingdom among Men, and the Common: Salvation of 
precious Souls, We are here taught, who we are ſent 
by, tis God that ſaith, Whom fall I ſend? And to 
him the Prophet addreſſeth himſelf, ſend me. And 
phom we go for; we go for God; who will go for ui? 
Firft, Going forth into the Miniſtry , we muſt look 
p to God to be ſent by him. Tis the Work of God, 
at her, Son, and Spirit, to ſend Miniſters, the Em- 
hafſadors of Reconciliation: And therefore to him 
our Eye muſt be; Lord, ſend me; when thou art 
ſending abroad thy Meſſengers, let me be one; for 
unleſs thou ſend me, I cannot go. At our firſt ſetting 
out in the Service of God, and when we go forth up- 
on any particular Errand, this muſt be our Prayer, 
Lord, ſend me. | | 


We that have been many Years engag d in this 


orks to the Lord, with, Here am ſend me, we may 
Pf 
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Work, are concern'd to enquire, what Manner of 1 Theſ. fs 


entring in we had into it, and whether we look'd up to 9. 
God at our ſetting out; whether we had our Eye up 
unto him, and a ſingle Eye; whether our Deſire was 
towards him, and our Dependance upon him? Whe- 
ther we took our Miniſtry. from his Hand, and de- 
voted it to his Praiſe? I hope we did, and we have 
had the Comfort of it many a Time, with Reference 
to the Infirmities we have labour d under, and the 
many Difficulties we have ftruggled with. Iam weak, 
am forgetful, and meet with much Diſcourage- 


ment, from without, and from Within, but O Lord, 


truly 


C7 eA Sermon Preach'd ' © 
truly I am thy Servant, I am thy Servant. Let us ſtill 
Lookup to him, and derive freſh Encouragements from 
Mat. 28. Day to Day, from his Promiſe to be with his Mini- 
20. ters always to the end of their Day, and to the end of 
the World. If God ſent us, he will ſtand by us, will 
own us, will carry us oz, and bear us out, and will 
never leave us. Our Maſter often ſpeaks of God, a 
of him that ſent him, and for that Reaſon doubted not 
but that he was with him. So that when all his Dil: 
ciples fled and left him alone, yet he was not alone ; 
And as the Father ſent him, ſo he ſends his Miniſters, 
who therefore ought to have an Eye to his Hand, ay 
he had to his Father's, which zpheld him. 

And you, Brother, that are now to be liſted un- 
der the Banner of Chriſt, may from hence take Di. 
rection; tis by Prayer that you are to be ſer apart, not 
only by ours for you, but by yours for your Tel ; that 
ou may therefore tate God along with you, and have 
im with you in this great Undertaking, lift up your 
Heart to God in this fort but comprehenſive Petition 

Lord, ſend me; Lord Jeſus ſend me; for it is the Son 
Rev. 2, x. of Man, that holds the Stars in his right Hand, | 
Lord, Send me, that is, 
1. Lord, Give me a Commiſſion. The Goſpel wel; 
are to preach is not our own, or of our own framing, 
x Tim. x, but it is the Goſpel of God, the glorious Goſpel of the 
fi. Bleſſed God, tis the Contrivance of his Wildom, "tis, 
the Propoſal of his Grace; and therefore from him 
we muſt receive our Warrant to publiſh the Covenant, 
to apply the Seals to it, and rake in Subſcriptions. 
All that are duly qualified for the Work, and inclin a 
to it, and enter regularly upon it, and obtain Mercy v 
of the Lord to be faithful in the Diſcharge of it, may: 
look upon themſelves as ſent of God, and the Honour. 
of being of that number, is what you ſhould be am- Im. 
bitious of. th: 

Lord ſend me, is, Lord, let me know that thoug;. 
| ſendeſt me, and that I am a Miniſter not of Man or or 
Gal. 1. 1. by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father: Let oa 
mme know it by Chriſt's powerful gracious breathing up 
on me, and ſaying, Keceive the Holy Ghoft. Lord, git 
let me have my Credentials under the Broad Seal off no 
Heaven, and know my ſelf authoriz/d to be an Em, 
baſſador, or Reſident to carry on the Treaty of Town 
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nd Reconciliation between God and Man; let me 
now it by the working of the Spirit upon my Hear 
s an enlightening, quickning, ſanctifying Spirit, 67 
nd that ſhall be the Wirneſs of the Spirit with my 
art, that I have not taten this Honouy to amy ſelf, Acts 5. 4. 
or am an Intruder, but am called of God to it. 
We may not now ask for ſenſible Signs, as Gideon 
lid, that once and again prov'd God with the Heece, 
Wot we may and muſt ask to have more abundant Sa- 
"Misfaction' concerning our Call, by the beſtowing of 
piritual Gifts upon us, and the enriching of us with 
Divine Graces, and with Strength in our Soul. That 
he Miniſtry is a Divine Inſtitution, appears from the 
Fyirit in the Word, that ſuch a Miniſter is of Divine 
"Welignation, appears by the Spirit in the Heart, 
Frhich yet ſometimes is ſuch a new Name, as no on Rev. 2.17. 


„ NOU,ows, Javing he that receives it, | 

that 2. Lord, give me the neceſſary Qualifications for this 
| havepervice, Send me, that is, fit me for this Work, and 
Y OUlW-.able me to do it, as it ſhould be done. God never 


ends any but ſuch, as he gives to be in ſome mea- 
ure well apprix d of the Errand they go upon; his 
Embaſſadors never have Credentials without Inſtrutti- 
7s: When the Apoſtles were ſent forth to preach, -- 
hey were told what to preach, and were filld with 
the Knowledge of Goſpel Myſteries. When there- 
of theffore we beg of God to 7 , we beg of him full In- 
, tlfſtructions what to ſay and do in purſuance of our 
Huncommiſſion, that we may give a good Account of our 
mant, Seward ui „ when we muſt be uo longer Stewards. 
x Lord, 2 me, is, Lord, give me a Mouth and 
cl A iſdom, a door of Utterance, that I may ſpeak the 
lercy Word boldly ; Lord give me a Spirit of Wiſdom, that 
mMaYyI may know the Things which are freely given us of 
Nour God, Teach me what I fhall ſay. Pat the Word into 
am my Mouth, which ſhall reach the Conſciences of thoſe 
that hear me. The Hebrew Phraſe for Conſecration 
thouſis filling the Hand; which intimates: not only the 
2 O greatneſs of the Work of the Miniſtry, they who are 
Leif calld to it have their Hands full, but its Dependance 
hing vpon Divine Aids and Supplies; we have nothing to 
Lord, give out to God's People, but what he gives in to us; 
4. nothing wherewith to fl their Hearts, unleſs he fl 
 Emfour Hands as in Exekvel's Viſion, the Man clothed Ezek. re, 


e with 2, 7. 
an 8 W. 


-, 
* 
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i with Linen had 5, Hands fill'd with Coals of Fi 

5 from berwees the Cherubim. 

5 God gives Miniſters their Commiſſion by bis Son 

ling _ _ Who when be: aſcended on high, conferr'd thoſe [Gift 
dps Men; bat he gives them their Inſtructions 
John 14. bis Spirit, who is given to make up the want « 
26. Chriſt's Bodily Preſence, and to carry on his Under 
2s. 14. taking; and of whom Chriſt hath ſaid, He ſpall 2k 

1 of mine, and fhew it unto you. We muſt thyrefor 
1.9 pray for the Spirit; all Chriſtians muſt, and are et 
10 courag'd to do fo by that Promiſe, he will give 2! 
Luke 11. Holy Spirit to them that ast him + Miniſters have ſpecifſh 
3. al need of the Spirit, as a Sirit of Revelation, tha n 
„ | they may know the Things of God; and as a Spiri 
4. f Truth, to rectiſie their Miſtakes, and to lead the: 

15 mo al Nl ie 
5 And Miniſters work being to ſpeak not only fro 

3 God to his People, but to God for his People, the) 

| _ have as much need of the Spirit to aſſiſt them in Pray 
WH er, as in Preaching; and to be in them a Spirit 
1 1 as à Spirit of Illumination. And for thi 
Ms ' allo God will be enguir d of, to him we muſt — 
10 this Requeſt, Lord teach me what T ſhall ſay, both it 

i Jo 37- the Word and in Prayer, for 1 cannot in either « 
JUS 955 them, order m Speech by reaſon of Darkneſs, Lore 
11 give me the Heart of the Upright, and the Tongue 
i the Learned, and thus Lord ſend me. Miniſters art 
if Stars that ſhine by a borrowed Light, to the Fountain 
wil! of Light they muſt therefore apply themſelves; and 
10 he having ſaid to us, from him that would borrow 0 
ne. thee turn thou not away, will not turn away from usof 
L's if we come to borrow of him, eſpecially when it if}, 
3 to borrow a Stoct wherewith to Trade, in his Serm 
1 3 C * -J: . | 

5 vice, for his Glory. 75; ho 
1 Tis a very proper Sign which ſome Churches ui E: 
15 in the inveſting of Miniſters in their Office, to put thine 
15 New Teſtamem or Bible into their Hands, not only tqth 


. that they have Authority to preach the Word 
of God, but that they muſt fetch all their Furnitur- 
for their Work from the Scriptures ; thoſe they mull 
Conſult, thoſe they muſt Study. That's the Rulio 
they muſt go by, the Model they muſt build bye 
there's the Pattern ſhem d them in the Mount; that 

the Card and Compaſs they mult Steer by; Lordfhi, 


. ſend 


"= 


— 
/ 


e D 

end me; is, Lord put the Bible inte u] Hart; Lord 
make me ready and mighty in the Seriptures, that 
from thence I may be throughty furniſi d for every good 
108 Word and Work. e 
3. Lord, give me Opportumity. This Door alſo God 


of the Ln, and our Eye muſt be to him for the o- 
age ++ it, and the making of it a wide Door, and 
2 


thy Service, find me but ſomething to do for thee ; 
having ſent me into thy Vineyard, cut out Work for 


cauſe ns Man has hir d me. Place me in w 
thou pleaſeſt, higher or lower, larger or narrower, 
only let me be ſome way ſerviceable to thy Glory, 
and not thrown hy as a deſpiſed broker Veſſel. | 
And in this we muſt refer our ſelves to God ; Lord 
end me whither thou pleaſeſt, order me into what 
ircumſtances thou think'ſt fit; make any uſe of me, 


bag fro 

the) 
Pray 
irit 


r thiſſſo that thou wilt but make ſoazze uſe of me; let me 
wür have a place in the Body, tho it ſhould nat be a 
th ii place of Honour. Send me, with Jonah, to Nineveh; 


ler ( 
Lord 
gue / 
rs art 
unt ait 
Alle 


High-ways and Hedges to pick up Gueſts for the Mar- _ 
riage, and I will chearfully go. You muſt ſet out 

in the Miniſtry, with an tire Reſignation of your 
elf to God; he ſhall chuſe my Inheritance, my Employ- 
ment for me. Send me whither thou wilt, ſend me #0 


rom fa Pulpit, ſend me to 4 Priſon (and it is good to think 
m usſof that and to provide accordingly, we are not better 
it earn our Fathers, nor know we what trying Times 


is Ser may yet be before us) I am ready to go, as St. Paul, 
bound in the Spirit to Feruſalem: Send me on what 
es ul Errand thou wilt, tho never ſo unpleaſing to my ſelf, 
ut tha never fo diſpleaſing to others. Servants muſt go whi- 
y ther they are order d, and do as they are bidder, and 
Wordfay what is put into their Mouths, without murmuring 
niturffer diſputing, and ſo muſt we, as thoſe that have #0 
muſſ ef our amn, but what is ſwallow'd up in the Will 
Ruldof our Maſter, in all which we deſire to ſtand com- 
Pleat. | | "i 
that And it is a great Satisfaction to a Miniſter in all 
Lordſhis Settlements, and Removes, to ſee God going be- 
ſen} + : as 2 Es fore. 


"= 


wn 2 
has the Key of, as well as the Door of the Heart, and 


n effettual one, tho! there be never ſo nan) Adverſa- © Cor. 16. 
ries. Lord, ſend me, is, Lord, having hir'd me into 9%, © 


me there, that I may not fand all the Dey — be- _ 20, 
at Sphere 0, 7 


with St. Paul to Macedonia to help there; to the 
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IIa. 55. 10, by me as the Rain and Snom from Heaven, which re- 


4.5. of 


Rom. 1. brought to believe it; for it is the Power of God 


13. thing of himſelf, but all Tl ings through Chriſt ftrength- 


9 our Comfort, that God's Strength is often perfecte 
| | | an 


25 e Sermon Preach'd 
fore him, and leading him in a plain Path; 1s it is his 
Duty to pray for Direction, and his Wiſdom to fol. 
lom Providence, and not to force it; to do the Work 
| of the preſent Day and Place, and leave to God what's 
Rev. 3. 9. to come. Mine Eyes are ever towards the Lard. 
And if we ſee him ſetting before us an open Door, we 
may comfort our ſelves in this, that no Man ſhalt 

ſhut it. Ent RY 
4. Lord, give me Succeſs, Send me and the meſſage 


TI. turneth not thither, but accompliſheth that for which it 

was ſent, Send me, and let the Spirit go along with 

me to make the Word effectual, that it may not; be 

as Water ſpilt upon the Ground; that I may not labour 

in vain, or ſpend my ſtrength for nought, and in vain. 

_ Thoſe whom God ſends, he ſends armd with ſuch 

2 Cor. 10. Weapons as are mighty through him to the pulling down 

3 ftrong holds. O let me be furniſhed with 

thoſe Weapons! That I may. ſee of the Travel of 
Soul to my Satisfaction, | 

Lord, ſend mie to their Hearts; let the Word be 

quick and powerful for that, Purpoſe, ſend it between 

the Joints of the Harneſs, fend it between the Joint. 

and the Marrow ;, ſend it, and let a Divine Power go 

along with it; ſend the Report, and with it let the 

Arm of the Lord be revealed, that many may be 


Heb. 4. 
11. 
. . 


16. ro Salvation to every one that believes. O that it|f 
might now appear to be ſo as it did, when the Wordſ 
of the Lord at firſt grew and prevail'd ſo mightily. 
How can we expect that our Labours ſhould be ſuc - 
ceſsful, and that we ſhould profit the People we preach 
to, if we do not ſincerely defign it, and earneſtly de 


| fire it. 4 98 
Pſalm 71. But we muſt go forth in the ſirength of the Lord God 
16. or we ſhall go to no Purpoſe. If we think to ſucceec 


e 
Ch. 
eve 


If 


ning um; this Divine Strength we muſt pray ferſte 


and depend upon, and by Faith muſt fetch it in, When- x. 
2 Cor. 12+ ever we have any Work to do for God. And this is — 


a, ten 


d 


- 


in the Strength of our own Parts, or Reſolution, by 
: our own Wiſdom or [mportunity, we do but deceive 
Phil. 4. our ſelves; for St. Paul himſelf owns he can do n- 


n 


. 


nd moſt praicd in our weakneſs, for it is ordaim d- 
t of the Mouth of Babes and Suctlin ng. 
Pray thus, pray daily thus, and you ſhall not ſeek: 
vain. If when God calls to you to appear and act 
or him, you chearfully ſay, Here am JI; you may 


nd act by you, he alſo will ſay, Here am l. If you: 
mth thee. If you ſay, as Peter, Lor 


eep you from ſinking. de e I 
Secondly, Going on in the Miniſtry, we muſt re- 
member who we go for. Who will 3e for n: As Ne 
u ent for God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghaſt; not a 

hat God hath need of us, or of our Services, Ne has: 


o fly ſwiftly. But he is pleas d to'employ us, to bid 
is £9: for” bows we go for God the Faber to bridg 
he Souls to him he has made, as their chief Good, 
nd higheſt End; for God the Son to bring the Souls. 
Fo him he has redeem'd, as their Prophet, Prieft, and 
ng; for God the Holy Ghoſt to bring the Souls: he, 
gos the Charge of under his Conduct, and his fanfic} 
t the ing Power and Influence. 
Let us ſee how improveable this Conſideration is. 
1. If we go for God, then we haye o rgaſon to h 


at it hund of our Office but to magnife it. Work for 
Jord God cannot but be great Work, and ph Honour upon 


them that are called to it. The Prearhers of a Go- 


Jes meanly of themſelves as unworthy of the Honour, yet. 
have a great deal of reaſon to rink highly. of their 
God Work. St. Paul, who went for God to the: Gentile. 


, by et magnified his Office. The Meſſengers of the 


e ever they are look d upon by the Children of Men. 
reaſon to be aſbam d of it. 


Foy rh | 24 ye " enn 
1 Miniſters are not common Meſſengers, they are: 


an Ordination® - = 


If we be not a ſhame to our Office tis well,” we ha ve no 


> ſure, when you call to him to appear with you, 


ay, Lord, ſend me; He will ſay, Go, and I will be. 
ch re- 0 2 bid mne come Mat. x 4. 
ich it thee upom the Vater; He will lay: Come, and will 28, 29. 
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angels at command ready to go on his Errands, and: 


i; #5 5 515 ö 


— 
. 

- T4 

P 4 , 


5 | 


wy ae 


fit. Ipel, which to all that believe is the Power of God-unto.Rom. 1, 
alvation ;; how much reaſon ſoever they have to think. 16. 


* 


ceed World, tho for that he was reproach d by the Jews, — It, 


Churches, are the Glory of Chriſt, how feorntully ſorz Cor. 8. 


=p Embaſſadors for Chriſt, for the King of Kings, and 2 Cor. 3. 


lis is 


Ted. 
and 


D 2 . yet 
1 


Jthat's a high Poſt of Honour, in which tho! we pre- *© 
tend not as Embaſſadors to the Title of Excellency, _ 
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* I Sermon French? 
yet we ought to approve our ſelves of an gucellm 
Spirit, and labour to excel in Gifts and Graces. Aud 
let not any think themſelves too good to be thus em- 
rd, as if the loweſt of the People were as fit to be 
Meſſengers for Chriſt, as Jeroboam thought them to 
be Prieſts to the Calves; no, it is no Diſparagement 
| to the Grexteſt to go for God. King Solomon valued 

hiniſelf upon his being a Preacher. 
2 4676 . 1 God, then we muſt faichfully deliver 
- © :* is Mind, in his Name; and when we do ſo, we,may 
ſpeak as having Authority. If we go on his Errand, 
that's" it, all that, and that only that, we muſt deli- 
Ezek. 2.7. vet. Ezekiel muſt ſpeak God's Words to the People, 
1 and ſpeak.them as his, whether they will hear, or mhe- 
tber they will forbear, We muſt deli ver that which 
we have received. of the Lord, and our Doctrine muſt 

be not ours, but his that ſent uin. 
Let this therefore embolden us in our Work, and 
geve us 4 holy, humble Aſſurance, We pretend to 
ni Dominion ayer you, we are your Fellow-ſervants, 
but he that ſends us, and whoſe, Mouth we are to 
vou claims. Dominion over you, and commands your 
Obedience. He is the God that gave you your Being, 
and therefore has Authority to give you Lam, and 
will not ſuffer his Authority to be //;ghted, or his 

Grown profan- li 8 C 
| If we obtrude that Meſſage in God's Name which 
Jer. 23. is not his, and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, when it is 2 
31, 32. - Fancy or Fergery of our own, we cannot ſpeak with 
any Confidence; what is the.Chaff to the feat, But 
- =" a&.longas we keep cloſe to our Inſtruttions, we. may 
rely upon our Commiſſion ; and as far as what we ſay 
i Theſ. 2. agrees with the Lam and the Teftimony, it demands 
33 Acceptance, not as the Word of Man, a poor frail dy- 
Ang Man like your ſelves, but as the Word of God, for 
ſo indeed it is, the Word of a living God, a living 

eee nl os ie, 
3̃. If we go for God, then far be-it from us, that we 
ſhould ſeek our ſelves, and our own Things, One of the 
firſt Leſſons Chriſt will have his, Diſciples to learn, is 
to deny themſelves, that they may make him all in all. 
« - -- Self will be apt inſenſibly to ſteal into the Study to u, 
and into the Pulpit with us, and as far as it is in- 
duig d the Ends of our Office are perverted, _ — 

| ; 2 . War 
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fork ſpoil'd, and ſtript of its Dignity and Power. 
We —— — of Cbritt, and —— muſt not 


2 that the Lord alone may be exalted in our 
Miniſtry, that he may be all in all. IE; 
We muſt not fur our own Praiſe and Applauſe, but 
muſt humble an 
he making and maintaining of any Secular Intereſt 
for our ſelves, that's proſtituting what is honourable, 
and proſaning what is ſacred. Tis a ſad Complaint 
which Paul makes even of the Miniſters of his Time, 


to charge the ſame our ſelves; 1 
have all of us need to watch and pray againſt this Sin. 


Miniſters of all People muſt not live to themſelves, 


nor pleaſe themſelves, nor aim to enrich themſelves, 


for thereby they comradict, and fo depreciate their 
Office, which is intended to eng Souls from ſelf to 
God, None of us, if he lives like himſelf lives to him- 
ſelf, but zo : 
and anmhilated, that ts ut to live may | 
thing but Chriſt. We are Friends of the Bridegroom 
and are unworthy the Honour if we ſpeak one Word 
for him, and Ten for eur ſelves, when we ought to 
be intirely devoted to him. | , RG 
4. If we go for God, then to him we muſt give Ac- 
count of our Negotiation; if you ſend your Servant on 
an Errand, you expect when he comes back, he 
ſhould tell you how he has done his Errand, and how 


he ſped. The Lord of thoſe Servants that are ſent for 
him, will come and-reckor with them, what they have 


done, and what they have gain d by trading with the 
Talents committed to them. 
of their Meſſages, they run and return, deſcend and 
aſcend, and Miniſters are haſtening towards their 
Day of Account. 3 
We muſt give an Account of our ſelves to God; it 


will be enquir'd into, whether we have faithfully de · 


liver d our Meſſage, whether we have declar'd the 


whole Counſel of God, and whether we have not pull 


down with one hand what we built up with the other. 
It concerns us therefore to do our Work, as thoſe 
that know 'twill be reviews, 


ky, 
* * 


abaſe our ſelves ; muſt not aim at 


Rom. 142 


| 6.7: 
Lord. Let ſelf therefore be abaſed, phil. 1. 
be Chrih, nov in 
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reach our ſelves, but Chrift Feſus the Lord, and our * Cor. 4. 
ſelves his Servants, and yours for his ſake ;, our ſelves5 - 


that all ſonght their own, not the things that were Jeſus Phil. z. 
Chriſts; 1 wiſh we have not all of us too much reaſon ©* 
am ſure, we 


1 4 


. 
«4 » - as 


Angels give Account 
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zo 2 Sermon Preachd «4 
We muſt give an Account likewiſe of thoſe to 
whom we have been ſent; and a heavy Account it will 

de if they periſh d through our Ignorance, Careleſ- 

neſs, or Treachery. If the Watchman warn not the 

Sinner of his Danger, the Sinner ſhall die in his, Inigui- 

| 2 his Blood ſhall be requir'd at the Watchman's 

ds. How pathetically did Auguſtus Ceſar: upbraid 

the General, that by his Ill Conduct had loſt him a 

brave Army, Oyintils Vare, Redde Legiones; much 

more terribly will they be reckon'd with, that by 

their Treachery have been the ruin of precious Souls. 

But how comfortable will the Account be of thoſe that 

are the Seals our Miniftry, whom we haye been 
Inſtrumental to bring to Chriſt, as it was to ithis Pro- 

IIa. 8. 18. phet, concerning ſome, of whom he ſaid, Behold J 
and the Children whom the Lord hath given me ; tho' 
the 1 believ d not his Report. 

„Sam. 4. If we are ſent for God, we muſt conſider as the 
„ 1 Prophet did, what anſwer we Hal return 10 him thar 
3 ſeut us; as the Servant that was ſent to invite to the 
f Wedding Feaſt, when he met with Repulſes afid 
Luke 14. Slights, came and Hewed his Lord all theſe Things. 0 
4”. 21: © that this Thought might quicken us to the utmoſt 
0 Care and Diligence in our Work, and that we might 
be found watching for Soula, to win them over to 

Chriſt, as thoſe that muſt giue Accpunt, and that know 

not how ſoon. 1 0 1 17 


out, and ſt and hy us in all we do, according to our 
Commiſſion, If we go for God, he will go with us; 
as he promis d to go With Maſes, when he ſent him 


by us in all 


(1 8 10. to Pharaoh. Thoſe that are God's Servants he will 


tz. 1h ld, he will ſtrengt hen, according to their Day; He 
will plead their Cauſe, and not ſuffer them to be 
Pſal. 105. wrong dd. Kings ſhall be made to know, it is at their 
15. Peril, if they do his Prophets any harm. Princes 
take Injuries done to their Embaſſadors as done to 
themſelves, and will reſent and revenge them accord- 
ingly; and ſo doth our Lord | Jeſus. He that deſpi- 
ſeth you deſpiſeth ne. Mocking God's Meſſengers 
and miſuſng them, was once and again Jeruſalem's 
meaſure filling Sin. , eee e 
Embaſſadors have their Charges born; God hath 
provided t nat as thoſe who ſerv'd at the Altar 1 
| | Ide, 


. Iry, and make his 


ve, and live comfortably upon the Altar; fo t 8 
ho as his Meſſengers preach the Goſpel. ſhould x Cor. . 
itably maintain'd, that they may live of the Ge: 14. 
jel, Yet ſometimes the Caſe is ſach, that Mini- 
&ers loſe by their Miniſtry, the Diſciples left all to 
allow Chrift, and preach the Goſpel; but in that Caſe, 

et him alone to indemniſie them, one way or other, 
ſhall be made up to them. e | 
6. If we go for God, and approve our ſelves true 

o the Truſt lodg'd in our Hands, he will abundantly 
ecompence all our Services and Sufferings, We ſhall 
jot only be ſav'd harmleſs, and have our Loſſe made 
Ip, but we ſhall have God himſelf to be our boun- 
iful Rewarder, and our exceeding great Reward. St. 
Peter encourageth Miniſters, the Under-ſhepherds, 

o feed the Flock of God, and to do it willingly, with 
his, that when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they 


3 


Fhall appear with him in Glory. 


The Labours of a few Days ſhall be rewarded with 
verlaſting Pleaſures and Riches; God will be ſure 

o pay his Meſſengers well; nor will he keep back James's; 
he hire of the Lahourers, that have reaped down his | 
on- fields; nor ſhall it abide with him all Night, Lev. 19. 
ntil the Morning of the Reſurrection; but when the 13. 


Pam of their Life goes down, and the Day of their 


Service is ended, the Labourers are immediartely- 

all'd to receive their Penny; even thoſe that came Mat. 20; 
n at the Eleventh Hour, that dy'd Young, and ſo 8, 9. 

did (but an Hours Work, as well as thoſe whoſe La- 


Hours were long, and who bore the Burthen and Heat 


F the Day. St. Paul doubts not but that when he phil. xo 
zeparts, he ſhall immediately be with Chrift, and in 23. 
he Aﬀygrance of that pleaſeth himſelf with the * 
hought that he was now ready to be offer d, and the 2 Tim. 44 
ime of his Departure was at Hand, and thenceforth 7, 8. 
as laid up for him an abundant Recompence. 
Encourage your ſelves, Brethren, and one another 
with this Word; you go for God, you aim at his Glo- 
ork your Buſineſs, you lay out 
your ſelyes in Sincerity to advance his Name and 
Honour, and Intereſt, and his Kingdom among Men; | 
and do you lo indeed? Tho' Iſrael be not gather d yet Iſa. 49. 5 
all you be glorious, and a ſweet Savour to God, not 2 Cor, 2. 
only in them that are ſavd but in them that ay I5. 
2 n 


2 Serman Preach'd, & cc. 
nd therefore be of good Courage, and lift 1g u 
Hands that hang down, a particular Account © hip 
of all your Travels, Toils, and Tears in Chriſt 
york, —_ they A be * — 

In due ſeaſon reap, if you faint not, be ma 

Gal. 6. 9. weary then 5 welluletis 710 out Faith and Pa 
tience yet a little while, and your warfare will ſoy 

Rev. 2. be accompliſi/d, only be faithful unto Death, and thi 
10. Crownof Life is as fure to you, as if it were alrea 
dy upon your Heads. | ; 
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1 Deliver d at an | 


On Wedneſday, January 7, 1711. 
By BEN. AnDREWES ATKINSON, 
Believe in one only the living and true God, who 

is an abſolute, independent, eternal, unchangeable, 
and ſpiritual Being, whoſe Exiſtence is of hitiſelf; 
 Omipotent, can do all things that conſiſt with his 
Viſdom and other Perfections; none hath an Arm 
e God, none can thunder with a Voice like him; 
is Omniſcient, fully compreliendeth all things paſt, 
reſent and to come, and kngweth ho to turn every 

ing to his own Glory he Wevery where preſent, fil- 
th all, and is in all; Eternal, the Alpha and the O- 
204, the firſt and the laſt, the beginning and the 

nd, before the Mountains were brought forth, or e- 
er he had formed the Earth and the World, from-e- 
laſting unto everlaſting he is God: He dwells in chat 
ight unto which no Man in this State of Imperfection 


n approach and lire, whom no Man hath ſeen or 


an ſee, but is incomprehenſibly great and glorious,” 
at we cannot by ſearching find out God, we cannot 
nd out the Almighty unto Perfection; he is a God 
boundleſs Mercy th Compaſſion, of ſpotleſs Purity 
d Holineſs, withWWniquity, juſt and righteous, 


: ſame Veſterday N and for ever, without any 
Adee of turning, incapable of re- 
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I believe. in. the Unity of the. Podbead, there a { 
Three Perſons that are diſtinguiſhed one from the othet 
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nion over the Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea 


holy, and enriched his Soul with many excellent Gift 


bo bp 5 
1 


1 Confeſſion of Faith, Kc. 
Happincs, but is 4 Self-ſuffich 


ceiving any additional 


in their Ways of ſubſiſting, yet equally enjoying ant 
f 1 and Pe ections o 
the Deity, as Immenſity, Eternity, Infinity, Immw- 
tability, Ommiſcicbce, and Oginiprefence, for there 
are three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one: 
And Perſons are commanded to be baptized 1n the 
Name of this ſacred Trinity, whereby it appears, that 
the very fame Worſhip, which is due to the Father, i 
to be paid unto the Son and the Spirit, whith: cquld 
not be, if they were not the off 1 Gol inthe ſame 
Eflence with the Father, and — this is a Myſte 
ry'iabove my Comprehenſion, yet 1 believe it on the 
Word of that God that cannot lie. | # 
further believe, that in the Beginning, "Gold 
by bis Almighty . Power, and the Word, gay: I 
Being unto all things, created the Heavens and 
the Earth, things viſible and inviſible, whetherffl © 
they be Thrones, or Domimons, . or Principalities, ; 


oer Powers, all Things were created by him andi ö 
for him, Angels in the upper World, and Man in the 


lower World; but ſome of the Angels, tho' gloriougy; 
in their primitive State, as moſt nearly reſembling ot 
the bleſſed God, in what he had freely beſtow'd upoſſ, 
them, kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their ois 
Habitation, and are reſerved in everlaſting Chains un 
der Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great Day 
And as God hath made all things, ſo I believe he rule . 
and governs all by his Providence, he bath ſet hi C 
Throne in the Heavens,and his Kingdom ruleth over all 
yea, he limits and over- rules the ſinful Actions of hi 
Creatures to his own Glory, but is no way the Authol 
or Abettor of them. . ES 

I believe among other things God created Man in bi 
own Image, after his Likeneſs, and gave him Domi 


and the Beaſts of the Field, and conſtituted him Lor, 
of this viſble Creation, putting all things under hi, 
Feet; and when God had thus created Man pure an 7 


ang 


2. Wn; ets 


* 1 AED. 
*..v 


ofa hand Endowments, Z leliege he condeſcepded to cope- 
f . As, the 3 and f eder and Re- 


4 "Head, 
— entatize of Man bind, and was pleas d to try bis O- 


Tre of Ko 27 e of . Evil, threat- 
ing Dea ſes x: 12 Diſobe dience 3; for it cannot be 
t 


difputabl: e Night to rule and e km, and to make 
what Laws he ſhould think fit crap for him to 
oblerreand obey; uk it is 7 to, be queſtion'd but 
2aye him ſufficient. Power to 0 his Duty, or at 
leaſt was ready to give him further Aid and Alſiſtance 
- Mupon his Application to bim for it. Bt baſe and un- 
narf Aan, unmindful of the great Favours he had 
fam then lately 7 from Cod, and the Obligations 
„Junder which he was p bor to 855055 ſerve and pleaſe 
God, thro' the Sabi Ity; of {the Serpent "ey Bora 
per aſwaded to 8 on that w Ten Gol ta 
Yremptorily: and poſſ Sire ly, forbi 
| il bee pts *'djand.involv'd 5 Sin and 
Miſc ery, not only ph, but all that 
ter come from by 72 1 by one Ak 


din enter d into the: Wo N 17 Sin, and 
Death bath paſs'd upon Wi for thaF all bave fanned ; 7 
by the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all 
to Ne a en that now what is born of the F ch 
is Fleſh, and none can bring a clean, thing out © 
unclean thing; therefore J muſh believę that all mo 
Men that deſeend from Adam ate 1 eber by 
dinners from the Wo mb, and Heirs of Wrath, for 
uf this Apoſtacy from Go, an lolt his Qriginal Rich. | 
25 nel. the, Image of Gor was in a great meaſure de · 
Itac'd in his Soul, and hie, who a little before was the 
Object of God's Love and Delight, afterwards became 
Jloathſome and filthy in his Gel:tz Man having corrupt- 


ities, 
1 an 
in the 
orio 
bling 


elf unto his Wrath in time, and to all Eternity; and 
In this ſinful and miſerable Condition, God might 
have left us, as he did the Apoſtate Angels, but it 
pleaſed God, who bath Marcy on hom he vill have 
Arch, and Compaſſion on whom ke ail hade Com- 
f pion, to pity us in our lo Eſtate, and to give forth 
1 8 gracious Promiſe, That the Seed of the Woman ſhould 


be Glen by this Pre OD, ! that be chould not eat 


ad made him, ſo he bad an in- 


y Rory -4 
ould . | 


ed himſelf, loſt the Favour of God, and expos d him- 


5 break the Ser pen: Head, when we were dyoping inta 
$3 _ _ 
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Dale | e hc 
enſible Generation, wh 


e that was made, therefore he himſelf muſt be in 
created, ſince it was impoſſible he ſhould contribute 
rintothe making of himſelf. Further, I believe accor- 
ding to the Eternal Compact between the Eternal Father, 


And this his Son, in the Fulneſs of Time, Chriſt, the 


great Shiloh, the Maſiat, ſpoken of by the Prophet c 


old, and prefigur'd by many Types and Shadows un; 


der the MoſaicRTidgenfations took upon him the Sect 


of. ikeneſs of ſinful Fleſn pp 
and was made like unto his Brethren in all things, Sin 

only excepted, that he might be a merciful and 'faith- 
ful High rift in things pertaining to God, to make 
Reconciliation ſot th Sins of the People; he was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners, yet a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, and be. 
ing found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled'kimſclf, 
and became ohedient unto Drath, even the Death 

the Croſs ; he ſuffer'd for Sins, the Juſt ſor the Unjuſt; 
was made a Curſe” for us, and died in our Room 
and Place, by which he obtain'd eternal Redemption 
for us, Io that his Death was a Propitiatory Sacrifice, by 
which God the Father was ſatisfied, for God bath ſet 
him forth to be a Propitiation thro? Faith in his Blood, 
to declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins, 


that are paſt thro his ae None he 'might be 


Juſt, and the Juſtifſer of him that believeth in Jeſus. 


Ibeliede on the third Day he roſe again from the 


aliyc aſter his Paſſion by many infallible Provfs, on 
„ 


Dead according to the Scriptures; and ſhewed 5 25 


omg ent te ö Sit the Gol 
omi ri] his Spirit: unto them, 
ſcended u unto the Father's right. Hand, ' 
c 48 Vence e wing in t "Pre 
. Or- * * 8 4 * 4 
 Thilieve in the Hay 550%, the tuin i in "the 1 
2 8 rom the Father and the 
l with them; ho applies unto us 
lenke that Chrift 455 "purchaſed 'by dying, and 
rorks itt us to will and to do of his own good Pleas 
ure, and makes all Ordjnances effectual to the Cons 
iction and Converſion of Sinners, and to the Edifica- 


with us, and makes the Eleft will in the Day 
is Power, FF, Of enlightening their Mitts, perſwading 
ar ſying tes 


MW heir W ying their Hearts, 
Wouls, . Faith in them 22 raiſeth them 

;om the Death of Sin unto the Life of Grace; for ſince 
ofthe Fall-it is not in the Power of Man to change his 
unn Heart, or to do any thing that will be acceptable 


Spirit, which God promiſeth unto thols t. that N 
and heartily ſeek unto him for it. 

1 belirvt that God hath had a Church in all Age 
the World, un — he hath 3 unde and p 
ſery'd by his gracious Providence, in oppoſition to 1 
he Deſigns of Earth and Hell againlt ic, he hath built 
his Church on a Rock; and hat 
ell ſhall not prevail againſt it; this Church (I be- 
eve) is not confin'd unto any particular Set of Men 
or Chriſtians, but Rad, mor all that, inall Places, 


Hand Times of the World, worſhip God in the Spirit, 
and rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no Confidence 
in the Fleſh, and are united under the Lord Jeſus 
brift;-who is the King and only Head ofthe Church; 
but beſides theſe, who are the Members of the inviſi- 
ble Church, there are many others, that make a cre- 
t b{dible Profeſſion of 'Chrittianity, who are to be ac- 
counted Members of the yiſible Church of Chriſt, and 
then this reſpect it may be call'd the Ca:holict or Univerſal 
ale Church, as taking in all that call and profeſs themſelves 
| j Cirifiians FR in this he trains Souls for ”— 
SEE ne, 
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ion of the Saints in their moſt holy Faith; he ory 


o God, without the Help and Aſſiſtance of the id | 
-1 


promis'd the Gates of 
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10 
12 rk d in its d in 1 whole Semi 0 my 
"ty, to keep.cloſe to the Mind and Will of 755 a 
in revealed and declared, and do promiſe by the off 
Fance of the Holy & Jak to ſeal the Tratht 110 0 1 et 
my Bok, if exex in his Foridencr 4% 
hellen chat the Zord i luci , pop 4 
ieve, tha t ord 7e riſt, a8 
1 of bis Ehurch,. bath appointed a Goſpel Min 
ry, a ſet of Men, wi oſe Bu neſs it is, 10 fo. th 
Goſpel, aud make Offers and Tenders of Grace. to, lol 
een to woo and beſeech them in Chrilt's ſtead ii 
reconciled unto God, to adminiſter the Sacrament 
7 0 iſm and the Lord's Supper, which are the twoSeal 
the Coythant of Grace, and to exerciſe 4h ola 
Feat unto the Goſpei-Rule, that Men, after du 
amination into the Qualifications bes. De for { 
reat a Work, are according to Chriſt's Ap pointment 
to be devoted to the Service of the it ik 4 ſolemn 
'Faſting,Prayer,and laying on of the Hands of by Precby: | 
tery, and ſo are to be recommended unto God, and 
the Word of his Grace, with whom Chriſt bath prof 
mis to be unto the End of the World. 
I further believe, in order to obtain everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs, we muſt be born again, and made Partakers 


of a Divine Nature, and repent of all our Sins, and 
by a true and lively Faith, that worketh by Love, rel 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for Juſbfication in the ſight o 


God, and that all the Saints here on Eatth are to keep up 


exte! 
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is d in Glory; what was'ſown a natural Bot 
y will be rais'd a fpiri WI: 


ill come-with Power and great Glory, (attended 
ith a vaſt Number of thoſe Morning Stars, that in 
be Beginning ſang together, and thoſe Sons of God, 
hat ſhouted for Joy) to, judge both Quick and 
Dead. And, 
Finally, I believe all will appear before the Judg- 
nent Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive accor- 
ling to what they have done in the Body, whether it 
be good or evil; the Dead ſmall and great ſhall ſtand 
before him, and the Books will be opened, and all 
741l. be judged out of thoſe Books according unto their 
orks; and after a ſtrict Enquiry made into what 
ach been done in this World, Chriſt will proceed to 
Dronounce a ſolemn and impartial Sentence, which 


Wicked, thoſe that would not hear his Voice, nor 
hearken to his Calls, Depart 2 me, ye Curſed, into 
verlafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels; 
Wt will then be in vain for them to call on the + [oak 
tains to fall on them; and to the Hills, to hide them 
from the Face of him that (itteth upon the Throne, and 
from the Wrath of the Lamb; it will then be to no 
purpoſe, to ſeek unto him for Mercy, for he will ap- 
pear unto them as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, to 
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vill never be reverſed 5 he Will then ſay unto the 


avenge his Father's Quartel ; then will be the great 
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not K 1 at his C 
de e forth the Fears in the aging 


4s. and lift up th Heads with Joy, becauſe 'theit 

- compleat Redemption x Ha weth nj Joy. unto them 
sf + will pronounce'a moſt grell an welcome Sen Sentence 
dun ye Bleſſed of my 7 inberit the K 

= for yon, from 1 Foundation 00 the 2 * and 

ſe two itences will bk accordi 7 crea 2 the 
former ſhall go away into everl niſhment, 
but the 1 Rio into ie eternal. 


— =o = py — — La N 
— N — tee een 8 3 
8 5 n FH. 
* 2 — — ex. = * — 
— —_— — TY IEC LIES >- - = 
=o 1 a. 3-35 4&9 * — 
—— * — — - — 
— A; > - 
— = TOES — — 
= — — QED LED EEE — 2 == 
a — 6 ———ß— 2 
— —  ————————— 
NS one DAY — 1 — 
— — 
* FRYE N 
* * — 
N LY 
7 A * 
je f 


—— 2 * on - — 
” : . & 4 — y - 
y — — fa ons —— . 
"+; Dor FRETS". ES > , = 2 2 
r — N uy SS — ke 
EA 0 c 
— PETE k qo 
22 . x p . 
=P - 


xe 4 
SY IR 
: 1 
- ” Sw 
WT 


r =p 3 
F "Page men 
— Et 2” bp io ETD, a nn, 
— . .. 


4; 
; Mi; 
+ th 
1 | 
* * 
* 
18 


£ 
LS; 
1 L 
145; 
44 
14 
7 
} 
Wet 4} 
V3 y 
11-3 4] 
» ” 
1 


— 

I 
Fl 
i; 
| 3 
19 
19 
171. 
*. 
„ 
it 

* 
1 12 
9. 
1th; 
15 

8 * 
n 
1 8 

+ 


= 4 - 
2 


2 2 8 

* a > 2 

== EDD LCD 822 
Arr., — - x0: 


©. : 


— 
„ 
» e 


el unction. i Man defire the Office 
4 Biſhop, St. Paul tells us, ; 

hich, doubtleſs, he meant, not ſo much för the Ho- 
dur, or Emajument off ; as its Uſefulneſs, and Ten- 
ncy to the Glory of God, and Good of Souls. But 


atcþfulneſs z and is often attended with Troubles, 
d Temptations, which thoſe who enter into it ſhoald 
ell weigh. For, as in the Chriſtian Calling in ge- 


y be deliberate, and fixed, and we may not fall a- 
ay in time of Trial; ſo is it nggdtul in this ſpecial 
iniſterial Calling, to conſider bHrehand the Weigh- 
eſs of it, what a Miniſter muſt be, and do, how 
at a Charge lies on him, and what Labours and 
. Frd(hips he may be put to; that ingaging in it, we 
1 E Wy nt be ſurpriz d, and diſcouraged, when we find 

ok back. | 7 
That I may a little help my ſelf, and you, Sir, by 
ewhat of Order in what I would ſay, let me mind 
u of the Subjects or Objects of your Care, in this 
ly Office, and of ſome of the chief Particulars in it, 
gether with ſome ingaging Conſider ffs in refe- 
| . _ FF _ rence 


muſt be conſider d, that tis a Work of Difficulty, 
well as Dignity, requiring much Skill, Pains, and 
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ral, our Lord would bave us caſt ap the Coff, what it Luke 24, 
uſt, and what it may ſtand us in, that our Choice 28. 


ch things, nor, baving put the Hand to the Plough, Cake % | 
6. | 


* 


” Wo De Exhortation, & c. 
R 4+ Epheſine Elders, Take heed to your ſelves. A Miniſter 


6. Hearts, to give (or, that nc my ge) the Light of the 


V. 7. r- Me hade this Treaſurè in earthen Veſſels, . We have it, 


* 2 CO fox, 
ab wo 8 7 
* 
1 ro 
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4 * 
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rence unto each. The Objects of your Care are 
„% AL. K es 
Ihe People ho are, or may be, your ſpecial Charg 


I. Your ſel. Iost. Paal to Timothy, and to the 


Acts 20. Care, as a Chriſtian's, begins at home. Wherefore, 


u Ses this you en Stag, Tepper, and: Geri 
_ age e Fn Nb - God. Tt Aalen daher he 
Chriſtian, tha he hath himſelf been tauzht of God, 
2 Cor. 4. before he go out to teach others. God hath ſhined in ow 


Nnon ledge of the Glory of God, in the Face W. Chril. 


* Ne eee 


per. © not as Stewards and Adminiftrators only, to comma 
ö nicate upto others; but as Heirs and Poſſeſſors thereo 


"OF our ſelves : not as Preachers metrly ; bat'as P falers the 
er 9. of the Goſpel alſo, with,thoſe who believe. This, "Sirh | 
23. * we hopc concerning you, and that a ng era 1s in r 

: | | : ; 1 ö e 
yon, of the Neceſſity of Perſonal Holineſs in a Mini- kit 
lter; not relative only by Conn, or Separationl}| ce 
to an holy Function; but rea, by a Ohange of Na- it. 


ture, and Sanctification of Heart and Life. don't fayl at 
the Validity of your Miniſterial Acts, or perhaps aſl 

Succeſs in your Work, depends on this; bat ſurely the ti 

Welfare of your own. Soul does, and the greateſt and} de 

beſt Advantages for comfortable and profitable Ma- 

nagenient of your Work alſo. To be a Teacher, and] In 

not a Worker of Rigbteouſneſs; one whoſe Buſineſs it th 

is to direct and preſs others to Holineſs, and yet aff th 

Stranger to the Life and Practice of it your ſelf; how 

abſurd, how os would it be? Let your ft. 

Miniſtrations be wWt they will, without perfonal y 

| Godlineſs, you will be a Caft-away. The Sound neſs ] ſi 
pf your Doctrine may, by God's Bleffing, ſave others; 

but the Unholineſs of your own Life will bring you to 

Hell, and give you the hoteſt Place there too. Your ;; 

. own Intereſt therefore ingages you to look to this. 0 

And Succeſs1n your Work likewiſe, is much con- 

cern d init. What God may do is one thing, and what ,, 

there is ground to expect he will, is another, How 

can they think God will honour them in doing, good 

to others Souls, who have no Care or Conſcience a-! 


2 


3 2 ö 2E 0 7 222. „. &ec.' 4 . 43 
bout their own ? How can they expect a Bleſſing on 
their Labours, who are impious and wicked in their 
Perſons and Carriages ? nay, this hath a natural Ten- 
dency to obſtruct the good Effects of their Miniftry; 
People will not believe 7 6 they have ſuch Evidence 
lere that the Miniſter himſelf does not; or love and practice 
"cr what he commends in Word, but diſgraces in Deed, 
The Profaneneſs of Eli's Sons made the Offerines of the 
Lord to be abhorred; and ſo will the unſuitable Be- 
„ baviour of any Miniſter, erb his Miniſtrations to 
Contempt. Few have the ee the Will at 

© leaſt, to diſtinguiſh between the Miſcarriage of the 

Man, and the Ordinance of God. The beſt will be * 
apt to nauſeate what is tendered to them by a filthy 
Hand. Giving no Offence, (ſaid St. Pau, of the Wor- 2 Cor. 6, 
kers in the Goſpel) that the Miniſtry be not blamed. The 3. 8 
Ignorance, or Perverſeneſs of Men, will be ready to 
turn the Scandals of the Miniſter to the Reproach ok 
the Work and Office. C 

But, on the other hand, the Holineſs of a Miniſter, 
which makes him ſincere and hiearty in his Underta- 
king, gives Hope of Divine Aflittance, as well as Ac- 
ceptance, and hath many ways an Aptneſs to further 


Lal it., This takes away Prejudices, conciliates better 
Attention and Regan, makes way to Conviction caſi- l 
all er, and to receive the Truth in the Love of it, when _ 


the tis ſeen they believe and love it theinſelves, who 
25 deliver it. The hely Life of the Preacher both exem- , 
4-F plifies, and inforces, what he teaches in the Pulpit. The © 
ind Importance of this hath made me ſay ſo much of it; 
UF tho tis believed, Sir, that you have a "5 Senſe of 
- 1H theſe thinge. Mighty jealous are ſome for what the 
WF call the Honour of the Clergy; and tis true, an E- 
url {teem of Miniſters is an HonouS ſhewn to their great 
Jal Maſter, and what makes for more cornfortable and 
els ſucceſsful carrying on their Buſineſs ; but then, their F 
55 part it is to ſee that their Qualifications and Deport- — 20 
to ment be ſuch, as deſerve Eſteem. Let no Man deſpiſe 1 Tim. 4. 
ury thy Youth, was a Charge to Timothy, 9 his 12: 
"| own Carriage chiefly, that it ſhould be ſuch as 
n would give no Occaſion of Contempt, as appears by 
at what follows : Bur be thou an Example of the Believers, * 
4 in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
© || in Pariy. This is what will get and preſerve Reputs 
. "i  & 2 _ with 
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with the Wiſe N 3 But the bare Holineſsof the 


unboluy in it: both from the Nature of the thing, and 
. fſhe righteous ordering of God, ſuch may expect to be 
MI. 2.8, diſregarded. Toure departafggn of che way, (ſaid God 
9. to ſuch ſcandalous Pri 
| ble at the 77 and have corrupted the Covenant 5 there- 
I alſo made-you contemptible, and baſe before al 

ihe nl, ie ö | 


fore have 


| I be ill Lives of Miniſters bring Diſgrace on them- 


b 
1 | * 


ſelves, and Prggudice to Religion. There is ſcarce a 
greater Temptation to Atheiſm, than to ſee the Prea- 
chers of Holineſs walking contrary to the Rules and 
Principles of Holineſs. With, good Reaſon therefore 
is this a prime and chief perſonal Concern, you are to 

be minded of: Be holy. But particularly, - | _ 
2. Be humble, I mean not, of an abject, or ſervile 


x Spirit; but, lowly, without Pride of Gifts, or Parts, or | 


human Applauſe ; not puffed up with the high and ſa- 

_ cred Function, to which you are called. Magnity 
Ip your Office you may, and, perhaps, on ſome Occa- 
1 ſions muſt; but magnify not your ſelf. After a gene- 
ö ral Exhortation to Holineſs, St. Paul, with much So- 
Rom. 12. lemnity, adds this ſpecial: I ſay, thro the Grace given 
13 unto me, to every Man among you, (Miniſters are menti- 
. on'd) not to think of himſelf more highly than he ought to 
think; bat to think ſoberly, modeſtly, that is, not con- 
temning others, nor, over-rating himſelf, Miniſters 
have much to be thankful for, bur nothing to be proud 
of. They have, and bring a Treaſure, but in Earthen 
Veſſels; ſo called, not only for their mean outward 
Condition, which often they are in, but alſo mo- 


g 8 James 5, ral Infirmities, They are Men of like Paſſions as 
. others, ſubject not qnly to common human Infir- 


Acts 14. mities, but ſometimes even to groſſer Sins; the Cor- 
15. ruption that is in their Nature may by Surprize, and 
1 Violence of Temptation, be drawn into actual Tranſ- 

= greſſion. Twas fo in Alrabam, and Lot, and Mo- 

= fer, and Dawid, and Paul, and with whom not? 
Here's what may well repreſs Pride therefore, and make 

lang 6. them cry out, as Iſaiah;. Mo is me, I am & Man of nn» 
5. clean Lips: or, as St. Paul; O wretched Man that 1 am, 

|. Rom. 7, who ſha deliver me from this Body of Death! Be not ma- 
24 ½ Mater, ſaith St James, don't carry it ſupercili- 


N 


Function will not ſecure the Honour of thoſe, who are 


2 . 
* 5 4 


ts) ye have cauſed many to ftum-ſo 


zaſly and cenſoriouſly; For in many things ne eud als. 
He puts himſelf in, and arc we better than they ) No; ®- 
1 ng; wiſe. Nea, whatever Good, whatever Prev 
ni Miniſters have, tis all received. Aud u 
| lory, as if then not beceived it? Gifts, Mir. 1 Cor. * 
ſion, Succels, all are t God. Neither ic he that plan- 3. 
the Increaſe. And to him muſt be the Aſcription, to 7- 
whom we owe the Beneſĩt. Say, as.the Apoſtle, bythe r Cor. 15. 
Grace of God 1 am what 1 am, as a Chriſtian, as a Mi- 1% 
niſter, and as ſuch a Miniſter, howaver dignified or 
a Mdiſtinguiſhed, »whatevergbe the Station, Qualifications, 
d Hor meſs. Not I, but the Grace of God with me. 2 Core 3. 
re BW: are not of our ſelves ſufficient to think a good Thought, 5. 
to all our Sufficiency is of God. Superior Knowledge ai Fo 
Experience increaſe real Worth; but ſhould, and * 
le where tis right will, ſet at the greater Diſtance from 
or Vanity and Self-exalting. Such among the Objecs 
* Jof their Knowledge will not leave out themſelves, 
y where they'll find conſtant Matter and Grounds 
* Hof Humiliation, and by that Self- acquaintance 
vill be helped in it. Study God and your ſelf much, 
De _ ny miſs this valuable Part of Wiſdom, . 
2 to e. | | r yo 
- 3. Be ſcrious and grave, not in oppoſitſbn to'Chear- 
0 || fulnefs, but Levity. A light Carriage in a Miniſter 
„is unbecoming, and offenſive ; the Minds of ſuch are 
ſuppos d to be fraught with ſo great and weighty 
things, as ſhould keep them from being lifted up with * 
Trifles. The Temper beſt becoming a Chriſtian, and 
eſpecially a Miniſter, is to be ſerious without Melan- 
choly, and chearful without Levity. The great bl N 
of God, and Religion, ſhould ſuppreſs Froth and Va- 
nity ; tho witbal, the Goodneſgand Excellency of them 
ſhould keep from Dejection and Sadneſs. None have 
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ſuitable to the Spirit and Genius of the Goſpel, as the 
gravely Chearful. But there is a Mirth which the 
Scripture gives no better Title to than Madneſs ; the 
Fruit of a vain Mind, and of 'a corrupt and carnal 
Heart; the Froth and Friskings of a Senſualiſt, fed 
by fleſhly Pleaſures and worldly Delights. In oppo- 
ſition to ſuch Mirth and Jollity, be of a ſerious Spirit 
and Carriage. Chearfwl you may be, but aot wanton ; 
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ſo much cauſe to rejoice as ſuch z nor is any Life ſo of 
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Pal. 32. Merry, but inthe Lord. You arc ordinal für A 
fal. , {ntbingr percaining aue Ge ” A\Jerious Spine this: whi 
Pſal. 35. fore, in one ho tranſacts in ſuch a Name, and whoſe Goc 
9.  YVocation lies in ſuch grave and weighty Thinss, anutiſicipe 
de moſt agretable. Tho? yougg in Years; yet, havingſ mit 


taken on you now ſo divine and ſacred a Calling; be, 
„ temote from Vanity and Trifling. Be ſeriout and 
K len ee 
4. Be diligent and faithful. Diligent, for "your 
.- Work is great, and needs it; noble, and deſerves it; will 
your Time is ſhow-and uncertain, and your Account 4 
very ſtrict; all .minding you not to ſoiter. What tre. 
th your Improvements be laudable, and Furniture of t 
better, perhaps, than in many of your Age and Gol 
| Standing? yet have you need; to be laying in ſtill, wh 
* and increaſing your Stock of Knowledge, and Experi-: cn 
ence; for all which, how much ſoever it be, you will nilt 
find full Occaſion, © Pork gate 
_ »To inſtruct the Ignorant, to convince the Errone · ¶ Sub 
ous, and Gainfaying, to reſolve the Doubting, and 2 
= «to miniſter to all, not only the weak, but the more #97 
| * grown and underſtanding Chriſtians, what is fuitable ie 
| | to. their Capacities and Wants; in a Word, to be a- A4. 
ble and ready for all the Purpoſes of your Calling, nec 
2 Tim. 3. perfettly and throughiy furniſhed unto all good Works, is the 
17. what requires the greateſt Pains, and Induſtry, and bes 
bardelt Study that may be. Theology, and the learn Pry 
| p ing Auxiliary, and Subſervient to it, is of vaſt Com - 794 
18 aſs and Depth, more than enough to imploy all your be | 
| Moments, how long ſoever your Life may be : let not} wt 
. any therefore paſs 1dly, or run waſt. If a Timothy, lic; 
2 Tim. 3. who from a Child knew the holy Scriptures, and had ſuch 
*. extraordinary Gifts and Call, yet might properly be f2. 
ter im. r. exhorted to give Attendance to reading, not to neglect, ><A 
A Chap 4 bat to ftir up the Gift that was in him, to meditate on the Ch, 
35 4 16. £704 things of his Function, and give himſelf wholly 15 Far 
2 Tim. 1. % m, that his profiting might appear unto all; ſurely ful. 
6. then no ordinary Miniſter is above ſuch Advices. Be hin 
'*.. you therefore ſfudious and diligent. And, Ht 
; Befaiibful alſo. Diligence is one Part and Expref- Ho 
ion of it, in improving all your Time and Talents, the ord 
beſt you can z and let it have its oe Work, in laying ſur 
Col. 4.17. in, and laying out for God and Souls, {o as may an. the 
er all your Truſts, and you may fulfill the — ful 
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Fee a br rene 5 1 2 
eſpecially requiſite in thoſe to O Office is vn 3 

7 25 He conned e ee e de „ 

be ry, as St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelfs and to nn Tim. 20 

nc about ordaining others; he ſays, Tie Thing: 1 2. - 

„h haf heard of me, the ſame commit» thou ro faithfdl 

zur Men, wbo. ſhall be able to teach others ulſo: Menithat 3 

it; will de honeſt, and act uprightly in ſo great a Truſt, „ 

int 10: as pleaſig Aden, hut God, who rieb bir Hearts, God 1 The. 

nat! trieth the Hearts of all; but that is/ſpoken. eſpecially ** 7 3 

ate of thoſe, that are alloned of God to he put in Truſt witintii 

nd Goſpel. - God trieth them, from what Principles in 

ill what; Manner, and with what Deſign they act. It 

ri: ¶ concerns them therefore to look to their Integrity. Mi- 

vill niſters muſt not be crafty, inthe ill Senſe of the Word, 

acting with ſiniſter Views, and Aims, or. fallacious 

ne · Subtilty 3 but with Uprigtitneſs and Sincerity, renous- 5 

cing the hidden things of 'Diſhoneſty, not __— in Craft _ | 

ore od 0. — bandling 5 Word of God deceitfuly, but by MH. Cor. | 

ble Pife/ation of the Truth commending _ es to every 92> , 

a- Man Conſcience inthe 70 he of God. All this is con- 

ng, | nected with unwearie ence: and Conſtancy in 


* 


| 18] the Work of the Miniſtry, notwithſtanding all Trou 
ind] bles and Difficulties. Seeing we have received this Min:: 
rn. fry, having received Mercy, we faint not; but hae t.. 
om · ¶ #ounced Diſhoneſty, Craftineſs and Deceit. Miniſters aft, 
our be plain, — ſimple, and ſincere Perſons, \wath- Le 
not} out Guile ; not walking in carnal Wiſdom and o- _ 
0% licy, but doing all in ſingleneſs of Heart as unto abs 
uch Lord; ſtudying to + 6 yung unto himg Web - 
be] to the Conſciences of Men, as far as in them Nev. 
ect, Scarce is any thing more ſpoken of, either by way . _ 
th: Charge or Commendation, than this Uprightneſs and 
off Faithfulneſs. It is required of Stewards that they be-faith- 1 Cor. 4 
ely 7 al. * Tychicus and Epaphrat, faithful Ministers. Chriſt . * = 
Be bimſelf was faithful, as a Son in his own Houſe ; and Eph. V. 
ſo muſt Miniſters be, as Servants of Chriſt in his 217. 
ref. | Houſe, the Church. This is requiſite very much, in Col. 1. 2. 
the order to Succeſs in their Work; and neceſſary, to be Heb. 3. 5. 
ing ſure, for Acceptance and Approbation of themſelves, 
the | Workers. Thereſore . diligent and faith- ; N 
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... . meant fimply- tely of every Caſe and Man. 
a. 28 in way of Correction, bete Children or If 
| | xiorsare ſo td be reſtrain d. Probably EI had failed 
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Luke 22. one time ſeems to have ordered his W p. 

3638.” for it. But a Miniſter _ * — 0 1 

| - -* inyuriouſly, or in way of private Revenge, or be gi - Hab 

ven to quarreling; he muſt not be a Man of Conten- 1 

tion with Tongue, or Pen, or Hand, or even in Law- | 

faits, Tho“ he may ſeek to defend, or recover his Right, 

eſpecially in conſiderable Matters; yet he muſt not 

affect ſueh gontendings, but muſt aſe all fit Means to 

prevent, or accommodate ſuch Oceaſions of them in 

{ſmaller Matters. Commonly it may be better for ſuch 

to yield ſomewhat of their Right, than for 175 

trifling Buſineſs to fly to this way. In Converſes Mi- 

niſters ſnould be calm and fedate, not peeviſh and 

paſſionate, eaſily provoked and inflamed; they muſt 

not be froward ot churliſh, Bke Nabal, ſuch as can 

3 hardly be ſpoken to. The oppoſite unto this I mean 
2 Tim. 2. by being praceable and meek, The Servant of the Lor 

I. muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, patient in 

Fon 6 Meebneſe, inftrutting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, In the 

1 17. Cburchbe muſt not be a Maker, or Incourager and 

' Fomenter of Sets and Diviſions '; but muſt mark thoſe 

| bo cauſe ſuch things, and avoid them himſelf, as 

 FEpli.4-3: wel as warn others to do ſo, keeping the Unity of the ||. 
1 ie in the Bond of Peace. 3 

VS,. Be juſt and r19hteons, even to an Hair's breadth, 

1 Sam. 12. or Shoe's Latchet. Samuel could appeal to the People 

in this Reſpect, not as a Judge only, but a Prophet. pur 

For a Miniſter of God to be failing in any thing of pot. 

common Equity and Juſtice toward Men, how re- Iiy 

1 Tim. 6. proachful would it be, and obſtructive of his Indea- bis: 
11. g Yours for the Intereſt of Religion, and Good of Souls ? 

Tit. 2. 8. St. Paul bids the Man of God to follow after Rigbteonſ- 
neſs, and makes being 7» part of his Charactet an 

Do to others, what, reaſonably, you war 


Duty. 
ſhould db to you. 
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T7 Sal he 1 7 its San 
— 4f it — not thats tue and Aptneſs for ſuch 
7 Purpoſe, it is good for nothing bur to be tradden 1 und 


N foot. Such i is a Miniſter, who bath nothing of this! „ 21 1 
by y, Sul, = Inclination, and who makes it no part of © 
and Inde our to ſeaſon thoſe among 


1 — . with ſome good, to preyent or cure 


Corrup Manners Let your Specch bt always with 9-2 
ws ſeaſoned with Salt, that you may in, how 948 cer | 
ht to anſwer every Man ; to converie profitably and -J 8 
_ with all, even thole Os. of Whom the A- © $f 
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— fpemkad/ It is ngt en Fr 
omenication:procted owt ofiyrwnMaxth ; but it 1 


| Be that mich 19.0 to the Uſe hing, that it ma 
Prov 15. auinifter Grace umambe Haarer Tb Lip. the Wide 
7. Viſperſe Knawledge, Ke. Solomon) hut the Heart af the 
'ooli/b: dothmat J. The bad Heart makes she gnpro- 


ther thinge, is our beſt Pattern. Ho diving and ſpi: 

| : titual was he in his common Cenxerſes? When he 

wuoeas eating Bread in the Phariſee's Houſe, Bled is 

late #4-þ7 that ſball bar Arend (lays he) in the Xirgdavd Hear 
60 

John. 4. 

think, wem he Was paſſing t roi, or by. ſome Vine- 

yard, be diſcourſed of hitzifelty under the 'Notion-of 

* 4 Vine, and hi Father the Hucbhandman. 75 Thus : hath 

id taught us tu ſpirituaſte curthiy things, and make 

4 — 2 ep e 82 the r Meal. 

Ip as to Mitiſters, in whonvthe-ſame Mind, and the 

* nas, Ame Carriage:fhold be found. wy Scribe that it 

fo: at. 1. inftirutted to the Kingdom of Heanen, it like unto « Alan 

| 38 that is an Houſholger, mhichobringeth forth of lis Trea- 

ſure things nem and old.” Thus, Sir, be yon ſhiritua 

c and hraventy, apt to good | Diſcourſe, and td ſraſon 

1 Converſation with ſome hat uſeful and pro- 

table. VCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC (6G © 1SINGN 45 

9. Bedi 1 A; ed, 4 far 4. nay be, 014 iht World. 

Graſp not Aer the things of it. 21 time un- 

' _ neceſſarily about the Congerns: thereof. o Adan 

1 Tim. 2. char wayeth, e e himfelf with the Affairs of thit 

? Life. Worldly Buſineſs and Imployments are; Hin- 

derances to ſpiritual, A Miniſter ſhould indeayour 

to be as little cumbered wih them as poſſible, that be 

may attend the Service of God, and Care of his 


12. therefore, as far as you are able. . e 

; 10. Be generous and free, ready to communicate to 
[ the Neceſſities of others, according to your Ability. 
13 Miniſters muſt not only preach Charity, and good 
'Þ Rom. 12. Works, but practiſe them. To be given to Hoſpitali- 
; 13. is part of their Character and Buty tho as the 
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| : World goes, few of them perhaps may have much to 
Tim. g. 2. exerciſe it with. Vet if there be a willing Mind, it is 3 
1 8 | | | cepi: 
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-itable Tengue. Our Lord's Practice in this, as in d 


ven. Sp at Facelis: Well, he diſcourſeth of the Nl eto 
Water ſpringing up unto eternal Life, - And, as many Mi 


40 on Charge, without Diſtraction. Lay ofide this Weight 
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nay, who hath little or 9 Love 
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eg tb 5, 3 + 2 * 7 15 . ; 
11. Be of 4 public and catholic Spirit, I forget. 


Care, your Self; yet think it no Contradiction or Im- 


a narrow and contracted Spirit,which loves, and cares, 
and concerns it {elf only for its own things, not the 
things of others. A Miniſter is a kind of public per- 
ſon, vowed to Chriſ and his Church, and, in a Jort, 


miſſion, that is, large and great; not confin'd to ſelf, 


Jath to all. 1 3 3 1 45 SE ef. is 443/» e 
ak The Degrees of Love, Care and Concern, the Or- 
IId. der and Manner of expreſſing and exerciſing of them, 
dal: are indeed variouſly to be diverſified, : according to 
theſ the Degrees of Good in the Object, and as the —— 


it 1Y reſt of Chriſt is concern d, and may ſtand with ſpecial 
Han] Ties and Obligatione. Men muſt be loved as An, 


reg. and Chriſtians as Chriſtians, the beſt get, and the 


tu whole above any Part, or Member. And not only our 


ſon] Love, Wiſhes and Prayers, mult reach far and wide; 
ro. but. we mutt, be ready to order alſo for as ex- 
tenſive Good as may be; tho the ordinary, ſpecial 


rld. Care and Pains, muſt be where the ſpecial Charge 


un- lies. Be not then of a private and .zarrow, but of 
Len a public and catholic Spirit. OY 


thith 12, Expett and prepare for Troubles Ind Affidions. | 


lin- All Chriſtians muſt do this; but Miniſters eſpecially, 
our who are often the chief Butt of Mens Rage, and Ma- 
he lice. They are, under Chicſt, the Leaders. of othere 
his againſt Satan and bis Kingdom; who. therefore wi 


ght not fail to tir up wicked Men againſt them, to we 

them all the Vexation and Oppolition they are able. 

to As an Officer, and e the better qualified 
v 


ity.] he is, and the more advantagious Poſt he bas for 
od annoying an Enemy, will be more watch d and 
at, than others ; ſo Miniſters, thoſe Leaders 


the in the ſpiritual Warfare, will-be ſpecially mark 
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nd according 10:that 4 Mars hath, and not according. to-2 


hat I am ſpeaking, 4till of the firſt Object of your 
propriety under this, to caution you againſt Selfiſhneſs, 


to the Good of the World; and therefore ſhould have, 3 
Mind and Heart agreeable with his Buſineſs and Com- 


or the Iatereſt of a: Sect or Party, but reaching 
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ſſiome Rout; or Diſorder at leaſt, in ſuch caſe to fol: an: 
Zach. 13. low: © Smite the Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſeatter d. Vor. 
j. Fea and God bimſelf, for wiſe and holy Purpoſes, I B 
; ſees fit many times to let Miniſters be more exereiſed 
11 with Afflictions, than others; partly for the Improve: 
„ ment of their on Graces, and partly to fit and diſ. f- 
mT poſe them to ſympathize with others in their Troubles, 
| and with more Skill and Tenderneſs to adminiſter 
Counſel! and Comfort to them. Miniſters therefore, 
leaſt of any, ſhould think ſtrange of fiery Trials; but ra- 
theglook for them, and be arm'd with Courage, and 
holy Fortitude, to meet and bear them. But tho you 
ſhould expect them, ſo as not to be ſurpriz d and 
ſhock d if they come; yet, | = 
7 13. Uſe the beſt Prudence you can to avoid Troubles 
Prov. 22. A prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and hideth himſelf; 
"3. gets out of the way of it; bur the Simple, i. e. blind 
| and careleſs Perſons, paſs on, and are puniſhed. They] 
run head long into the Miſchiefs which the Prudent F 
eſcape. | See therefore unto. this, that neither by Sin, 
nor Indiſcretion, you bring Troubles on your ſelf. 
Crroſſes of God's fending may be born with Comfort 
and Credit; but thoſe of our own making, or procu- 
ring, will wot ſit fo eaſie, but will be bitter, reach- a 
Jer. 4. 18. ing even unto the Heart. Take heed of this then, as 
well as that when Troubles overtake you, in the way 
| of your Duty, you don't ſhrink from them, or by a- 
my indirect, or diſhonourable Means, ſtrive to get out 

of them. But in ſuch Cafe, e 
14. Bear Troubles with Chriſtian Patience and Cumpo- 
ſure. It both becomes and advantages Religion, 
when the Preachers, and Profeſſors of it, carry it well 
under Sufferings for the Goſpel. This gives Preſum- 
Pt ion, at leaſt, of the Goodneſs of the Cauſe, and In- 
tegrity of the Sufferers ; and upon further Inquiry, 
(which tis apt to draw to) often brings to Conviction || 
| and Belief of the Truth, and hearty wnbracing of it. 
* - Thus it was, that the'Blood of the Martyrs became the 
Seed of the Church. Some being convinced, and others 
ſtrengthned and confirmed, by beholding--their Con- 
ſtancy and Courage, and conſidering deeply of the 
Matters ſuffer' d for, and the Power of thoſe Divine 
Aides and Principles, by vhich they weſe carried 
| ro all. St. Paul's Sufferings made for the Furtbo- 
. | ; - _ 1 rance 
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fot: Nr: . ec ge DYtmboldening others 70 pri thi Phil, . 
d. Ind without Fr. 223, 13. 
ſes, _—_ the other hand, flinching, or Impatience. 
led nder Afflictions, or Tergiverſation on the account of 


un 
g halt] uch a Man as I Res? ſaid Nehemiah. The ſame 
ning is not the ſame, in Perſons of differing Cha- 
Facters and Statigns. Miniſters are concerned to ſhew 

good Example in Trials, — — z to quit 
bemſelves well, for the Honour of God, and Credit 
f Religion, and ſtrengthening the Hearts and Hands 
of others in what is good; ſhewing that their Peace 
and Comforts are not in the Power of Men's Breath, 


In what they profeſs and teach to ſupport their Hearts, 
End calm and refreſh their Spirits, than there is in al 
ind Ithat the World can do, or inflict, to deject and ſink 


Profeſſors, and Teachers of it, could rejoice in Tribulati- 


ons, and count it Honour to ſuffer Shame for Chris: 


ſelf Name 2 When they could ſing in a Priſon, as Paul 


fort and Silas did? who, when their Feet were fa in the 


„Procle, yet had their Tongues and Hearts at Liberty 
wrt nd tun d to the Praiſes of God. Aim at ſuch a wh 


as Kit as that, or at leaſt calm and compoſed under 


ray Troubles, not ruffled and diſorder'd;# and unfit for 
7 a- Puty; much lefs fretting and murmuring, and 
out Jcaſting* about, to get rid of Trouble, though 
by means diſhonourable and ſinſul. Better is 


to theſe only this further ; 


hs fon, for the Suitableneſs of it to the Ohriſtian Profeſſion 
and Hopes, the Apoſtle repeats : And again 1 ſay, 
Rejoice. It commends Religion much, and makes it 
look beautiful- in the Eyes of all, : when it corrects 


* 
* 
. 


Temper, tis true, may ariſe from a bodily Frame and 


bot unbeſceming and prejudicial will it be? 


o blo away when they pleaſe; but that they find more 


the Apoſtle's Counſel : Let them that ſuffer accor- 1 Pet. 4. 
ding to the Will of God, commit the keeping of their 19. 
Souls to him in well-doing, as to a faithſul Creator. Add . 
15. Let the Goodneſs of your Work, and believing Hope 
ry of your great and glorious Reward, fill you with Content- 
5 nent and Satisfaftion in all times and Conditions, and Ph: : 
it. [make you' rejoice alway in the Lord. Which Injuncti- il. 4. 


Sotvrerneſs, removes Sadneſs, makes Perſons eaſie and 
chear ful, not peeviſn or moroſe. Such an unhappy 


Diſ: 


* 


ary — ill Aris Len 13 
d 6 terantes,as Caluin . 
s Ma Metapbor from t cht er Adv | 
int Wine with-baſer Liquors]. Good Miniſters: nix tl woe 5 
he this but keit 2 purely and fncerely, ot ; 
2M! gel it to gratify 1. eſt, ot pleaſe * 
y Parſoris; or Party of Men. - ind ab thisis td be done 7 
Jin Teer {o-likewille with Clearneſs; in Words apt to 
Jet if inte che Minds and Her 0 apr of thoſe that 
: 1 have renounced. rhe hidden things of Diſhonefty 
| 8 wot walking in Craftineſs, nor bai 
bord of CO . but y) Mu 5 
fl the Nr Wy 4755 > rpm; mijiking clear 'an 
plaip. the 7810). 4 . ſebvis: to 7507 Man t 


Canſalnde, is db 15 1 of vi. while: they avs 

mate do ſee what we rene ew indeed the pure and "I 

true Mord of Gods i bh hy — * ä 
+'The Word thas rh and pany taught the Un⸗ 


poet nding and Conviction of the Hearers;muſt then he 
n ſüch Uſes and Belas tions as it is apt for, 
the W ants and Caſes of the earets may require > 
e Thusdid: the Prophets, and Chrift, and his Apolles, sd, 
J in-tholepreachifte,' after opening and confirming aß, ' | 
id Truth and Doctrine, t accommodated j t'fothe CG _ _ » 
dition Manners of the People, to 0 Errors, TY 
to re Vices, to ſhew them their Duty, and re- 
| 1 that all might know the Truth 0 
their Good. This ſome have reckon'd the Life 
{ Preaching, wherein the ſtrong Holds'of Satan are moſt 
cloſely-and. vigorouſly attack d, his Forts and Garri- 
fons form'd. The mioſt ſucceſsful Preachers, both fot 
converting and quickening Souls, and rendring Per- 
ſons zealous of good Works, have been ſuch as ha 
been-moſt ckilful and faithful in this part. There 15 
after laying the Foundation, and clearing the Way, 
by o bene and confirming the Docttine, then wiſe y, 
onately, and impartially, apply it to the Healers 
(1 why Wiſely, as a good Steward, giving every one 'h 
Portion in due ſeaſon, Comfort to whom: Comfort ; 
due, and Terror-to whom Terror, and ſhewing to al 
40 their proper Work and Duty, and the way to perform 
co it. ( 2) APY uu me * "le your I — 
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| E ou mo be PET to God: 6p | 2 
he Word, L 200 ding to the true — ay . 
Ezek. 2. and be Conqern in it. Thox 8 Wards 
ti aid to Exchiel) whether 
2 ether th ey vil or kom, Sp Speak the Truth: with hug 
Freedom and Bo dneſs, w. þout an partial Reg 
aving the If We unto! On, - 
when algo Gal bt 2 7 St | 
them, 77 ou with ſuc igen 
Job 32z. ality : Let me not, I pray vou, accept any. 2 t Perſons 
bi - 2122+ either let; give flattering Titles unto Man; for J 
I not 10 give Ver; Bas in ſo doing my Ma would 


take me away. Tins d o you, Fir, feed the Flock Lene 
| 3 to you skilf ully and fairbfully 3. divis 


Word of Truth, naanifier4to! all as their eed oa 
 4- quires. - Preach the Word, he gnfpant. in Jag dh vat of 
N eprove, rebuke, exbort:-with 4 1 w_ 

„ rine. Shu not to declare to. the 220 dong wh 
| n Tue „ keep back nothing that may be 8. to 
them. This is a great part of, veur Miniſterial Work, 
Is Duty, toward your People, 0 fed them _ the 

ord and rf et Another is, 

2. To mini fler to them the Seals of the FW Theſe 
are the Badges of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and inſti- 
tuted Means of. Communion with God, in Chriſt, and of 
the Members of the Church one with another. They are 
nos to be withheld from the proper and meet Subjects 

them, nor to be adminiſterid to any other than ſuch; 
85 which Miniſters mult exerciſe a EA an who are 

ic Stewards of the Mytteries of God, and may not 

Bifocal them arbitrarily, or at the Pleaſure of Men, 
dür only according to the Will of. Chriſt, who is the 
A iter of them, and whoſe Seals they are. And par- 
ticularly theſe are, (1.) Baptiſm, the Mitiating Sacra- 

ment, for incolling Perſons in the Family and Church , 
of Chriſt 9 aa the Privileges, and bring- | 
t * * Ws 


* 


e Bebetatiee, l. 
ing them under Vows and Obligations to the Duties of 
Chriſtianity ; an authentic Sigh and Seal of God's con- 
ferring the Benefits, and the Part . eee coming 
under the Bond and Ingagement of the Covenant, ac- 
cording to the Tenor of it. This is connected with 


(2.) The Lord's Supper, which is the Sacrament of Na- 
trition, for Improvement, and Growth in Grace, and 
Eſtabliſnment in the Faith. Herein the Death of 
Chriſt is ſhewn' forth, and, to the meet Communi- 
cants, the Benefits of it plentifully conveyed. Chriſt 
fups with them in the Exerciſe of their Graces, and the 


this Ordinance commonly is ly big heſt and ſweeedſs 

Communiox that Saints have with Chri 

banqueting Hauſe, and hit Banner over them is Love. 
o adm̃iniſter theſe Ordinances, and by: ee 

Judgment and Affection, Seriouſneſs and Life 


of them, is your part to look to; And in reference to 


7 theſe, and all the Ordinances of Chriſt, ſee that you - 
keep them pure and intire. Take nothing from them, 


„nor add any human Inventions to them; the former 
;2 | would be Sacrilege, and the latter Corruption. Whas 
Ion have received of the Lord, that deliver to bis Church: 
fe Io mar the Salt of a Prince, bow criminal would it be? 
anit much more, ſure, to deprave the Sacraments of the 
£ | Lord Feſus, Your Work is to miniſter the Seals of the 
Covenant pure and intire. And further, 5 
3. To pray with and for the People. You are to be 
for them to God, as well as from and for God unto them; 
to guide and lead the People, and belp them, in of- 


Iexhort that firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſ- 
fions, and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, for 
Kings, — all that are in Authority, &c. for this is 


td 8. ALAS LE. RR. Si i Oi& » | 


with him in the Communication of his Influences. In 


00 | in them, 
of to help your People to the beſt and moſt profitable Uſe 


fering up Prayers and Praiſes thro' Chriſt the great In- 
tercefſor, St. Paul in his Directions to Timothy, how 1 Tim, 2. 
to behave in the Church of God, gives this with others: , 2, 3. 


good and acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, __ | 
5 | _ this - 


77 


being Diſciples, which not only adal: Believers are, but Mat. 28. 
their Seed, who therefore are the Subjects of this Ordi? 19, com- 
nance, and muſt be admitted to it. Herein Chriſt 13 247 4 with 
put on, and the baptized become Debtors to the Go« A 
ſpel, as the Circumciſed did of old unto the Law. o 


8. 15. 


| ritt, and with one 
another in this World. Here he brings them into bid. 


1 De Exhortafion, &ceG.. 
” this (ſo great a part of public Duty is it) God's. Houſeſhor, 
b 


Acts 6. 4. mult give your ſelf continually.to, as well as to the Mini- te: 
. * Word. And fo is it likewiſe, ky 
4. To defend and watch over the Flock, From this Du- Ie 
ty have Miniſters the Titles of Shepherds, Watchmen, || nc 
' Biſhops or Overſeers ;, whoſe Buſineſs it is, to look a- 4: 
bout for the Good and Safety of thoſe to whomy they In. 
ſtand in ſuch Relation. A Flock not only with- li 
outja Shepherd, but with an idle, careleſs, or ſleepy one, || tc 
how expoſed is it ? what . is there of its being || | 
ſcatter'd and loſt, either by Wolves breaking in upon II 
them, or their own ſtraying Nature, which will be i 
apt to carry them out of the way, and from the whol- Ir 
ſom Paſtures, if they be not heeded, and kept? Here || 1 
therefore is Need, and Obligation upon Miniſters, to || t 
watch for the Souls that are under their Charge, as thoſe : 
1 
t 


that muſt give an Account, A {ad Reckoning will they 
make if any periſh, or ſuffer hurt, thro' their Default. 
St. Paul having warn' d oitimes of Seduction and Er- 

| . ror, 
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or, when many would. be turn'd from the Truth to 


he Work 1¹ f 
fry 3 be doubly diligent in looking to thy {elf and thy 
harge, to fill up all the Parts and Duties of thy 
Function, as becomes a faithful Miniſter. Let me 
ſay, Sir, to you, Go and do likewiſe. How watch- 


fully did Jacob keep the Flock of Laban ? He fed and Gen. 3r. 
olded them, and took Pains with them Night and 39, 40. 


Nay, bearing all Hardſhips, . for their Welfare and 
Safety; ſo muſt Miniſters watch over their Flocks, 
bearing Injuries, undergoing willingly all Inconvenien- 
cies for their Good; it being much more to give an 
Account of Souls, than of brute Creatures. David 
ſnatched his Sheep out of the Month of the Lion; fo 
will the good Shepherd ſtrive to reſcue his from the 


Mouth of Satan, that roaring Lion, who ſeeks to de- 


vour them. Watch then over the Flock and defend it, 
look about, and conſult the Good and Safety of the 
whole; and not 1o only, but your Eye muſt be every 
where 1n all Corners, viz. | | 
5. To take perſonal Care and Inſpection of every one, as 
ar as you are able, All are your Charge, and much 


of your Buſincſs lies out of the Pulpit, as well as in it. 
Chriſt taught bis 1 privately as well as public- 


ly; and ſo did St. Paul, next to Criſt, the greateſt Pat- 
tern of Miniſterial Diligence, and Faithfulneſs. Toa 


know (ſaith he to thoſe from Epheſus) after what man- Acts 20! 
ner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, how 1 kept back 18, 20. 


nothing that was profitable to you, but have®#ſhewed you, 
and taught you publicly, and from Houſe to Houſe. Ma- 


ny Caſes, and Particulars occur, not at all fit for pub- 


lic Notice ; many better to be confider'd and ſpoken 


to in private; what is publicly handled, may need 


be followed and firther'd by particular and private 
Indeavours. Much for Counſel, or Comfort, or Harn- 
ing and Reproof; Addreſſes to God by Prayer, or Praiſe, 
may be needed this way. What time may be gotten, 
you will take, Sir, to be properly and uſefully ſpent 
this way, taking Cognizance, as far as as you can, of 
all Perſons and Caſes. Viſit the Sick, ſtrengthen the 


Weak, reſolve the Doubting, inform the Ignorant, 

ſet right the Erroneous, incourage the Willing, rebuke 

the Stubborn, ſaccour the * As a good 2 
— 2 er 


8 


ables, cautions Timothy: Watch thou in all things, do 2 Tim: 4 
an Exangeliſt, make full Proof of thy Mini- 3» 4, 5» 
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Aduce the Wandering, 


the careleſs and looſe, reprove the obl 


herd look after every Sheep, yea every Lamb, fo rt 
N bind as the Broken, confirm an 

ſtrengthen the Feeble. Or, as a Phyſician. in an Hol. 
pital, goes about, and takes notice of all the Dif: 

eaſed and their Caſes, to apply proper Remedies ; ſo 

mult the goo Paſtor, ſince thoſe of his Charge ma) 

lie under various Wants, go about as he is able, mi. 
niſtring Relief unto all. Or, as an Husbandman 

looks to his Ground, to ſeein what Plight the Plants 

are, whether withering or, luxuriant, what muſt be 

manur'd, and water'd, and what prun'd; in like 
manner muſt the Miniſter ſee to his Church, and the 


particular Members of it, who are decaying, and who 


are proud, careleſs, and the like, that ſuitable Appli- 
tation may be made to them. Once more: Another 

Part of your Work is, 1 | 
6. To, exerciſe Diſcipline towards them, as occaſion 
calls, and Chriſt requires, This Key, as well as that 
of Doctrine, belongs to your Office, and the Exerciſe of 
it alſo, in your particular Congregation, in things 
proper to it and the Members thereof, In what manner, 
and under what Regulation this muſt particularly be 
done, my Limits in this Diſcourſe will not admit me 
to open. Both the Laws of Chriſt, and the very Na- 
ture and Ends of ſuch a Society, declare that there is 
Proviſion for the Parity and Peace of Churches, and Of- 
ficers authorized and appointed to take the Care there- 
of. *Tis not a lordly, deſpotic Power that belopgs to 
2 


you, or an Paſtor, but a Miniſterial only; 


clare and plit in Practice the Orders and Appoint- 
ments of Chriſt, for Edification, not for Deſtruction. 
The Titles given to Miniſters, the Relation in which 
they ſtand, together with their Work, and the Injun- 
ctions laid on People, to own and ſubmit to them in 
the Lord, all plainly and abundantly ſhew this to be 
a part of their Work'and Duty. See to it then, 
what in you lies, that the Order Chrift hath ſettled in 
his Church, be obſerved; that no Member run wild 
and wandering in evil Ways, ſo as to be taken in the 
Snare of the Devil; but that all- be kept within the 
Bound of their Duty. Warn the unruly, admonith 

lifite and 


y. By all Means of Perſwaſion indeavour to 
bring {candalous Sinners to Repentance, pray for 
e 6 la Bog 
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> ref them; follow them with earneſt Concern, and all pro 9 
per Means for their Good. If they return, and re- 
Em, reſtore them with. Joy and Affection; if other- 
wiſe, and after all appointed Means and Methods, no 
A Remorſe, no Amendment appear, give not the holy ß 
Ordinances unto ſuch; warn the Members of the ;- 
Church to avoid Cotnmunion with them, ut pars ſiu- 
cera trabatur, that others be not corrupted, and the 
Party himſelf want any of that Means, that may be 
for the Deſtruction ef the Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſa- 
ved in the Day of the Lord Feſns. FN 
"Theſe, Sir, are the chief things incumbent on you, 
in reference to the People. For fuller underflanding 
i- what concerns you on this Head, as well as on the 
former, relating to your ſelf, I refer you to St. 
Paul's Directory in bis Epiſtles to Timorhy and Titus, 1 Tim. 3. 
written on purpoſe to ſhew what a Miniſter ſhould be 15. 
and do, and how he /honld behave himſelf in the Houſe 
of God. You have there the Graces and the Duties of 
a Minifter, what concerns him in common with all 
ner, || Chriſtians, and eſpecially in his holy Office and Function. ver. 2. & 
be To mention a Word only of two of the more general Tit. 1. 6. 
me Characters and Duties: He mußt be 1 I Kings. 
Na- | Not abſolutely wir hont fault, that's impoſſible; for there 465. 
e is 1, Man that liveth, and finneth not nor altogether 
Of- Inblamed, that's not in his Power, nor to be expected 
ere · in ſuch a World as ours is; Chriſt himſelf, and his A- 
sto poſtles were blamed, tho' not worthy of it: but the 
de- meaning 18, Not groſly faulty, and „ be- 
nt- yond common human Frailties, that he that is on the 
on. Þ| contrary part may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay 
ich | of him. But affirmatively, he muſt in all things ſhew 
5 a Pattern of good Works : in Doctrine ſbening Un- Tit. 2. 7. 
in ¶ corraptedneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech, that cannot 
be | be condemned: An Example of Believers in Mord, in Con- 1 Tim. 4. 
en, | verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. 12. 
in |Briefly, all Graces, and the Fruits of them, thoſe com- 
1d | mon with him and others, ſhould in a Miniſter be 
he eminent, and outſbining other Believers; the Copy ſhould 
he [| be written in the faireſt Hand, no Blots or Blurs in it, 
{h Þ but all ſo as to be fit for Imitation. He muſt be pure, 
id and holy, and righteous, and kind, full of Goodneſs, 
to [and good Behaviour, expreſſing all Virtues, in the 
or fairel? and moſt beauriful, and faking manner that =_ 
e TIEN + 70 cg F, 6 
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be. In reference to your Charge let me recommend 

to you theſe few Rules, or Meaſures of Conduct, viz. 

I. By all good and juſt Means get an Intereſt in the 
Affection, and good Thoughts of your People; not for 
= any ſelfiſn or worldly Ends, but that you may have ab/ 
= the better Advantage todo them good, and your La- ¶ the 
bours among them may be the more acceptable and} wi 
"A profitable. When falſe Teachers had work d the A- the 
„ pole Paul, in ſome meaſure, out of the Affections of if go 
1 Gal. 11 r. the Galatians, he tells them, he was afraid of them, leſ ry 
= - he had heſtowel on them Labour in vain; not for any w! 
carnal or ſelfiſh Reſpects, but leaſt their Love to his || po 
Doctrins, and Regard to his Inſtructions, ſhould be a- Pe 
bated, together with that to his Perſon. A good Opini- || ar 
on of the Teacher, is a great Preparative of the Mind of I no 
the Learner. Where Love has oiled the Way, Doctrine D. 
more eaſily enters, and is better retained 5 Counſel in 
will hardly be taken, nor Reproof born, from an ein- 0 
acceptable Hand. On theſe Accounts therefore, by || th: 
all fair and laudable Ways, get and ſecure the kind || ev 
Regards and Acceptance of your People, that you may] dit 
have the ſurer and readier Way with your holy I. fat 
firuftionsto their Hearts. Apart from this, the Opinion of | mi 
Aen is no ſuch great thing with a good Miniſter. As] ſor 
in the Caſe of Reproaches and Injuries, the Sin of thoſe] to 
from whom they come, and Milchief to their Souls, | wt 
more than the Hurt to the Miniſter himfelf, will af-J if 
fect him; fo in the Reſpects, or "ng good Offices, that] be 

he receives, that which moſt pleaſes and delights, is Ce 


* 


Phil. 4. Fruit abounlling to the good Account of thoſe that are ſo] int 


17. ind, and an Handle that may be taken hold of to mini- 
Rom. 1. ſter ſome good thing back unto them. On ſuch Ground] 1» 
IT. therefore covet the good Will and Affec ion of your] de 
| People. Yet, pH „%%% 
2. Let not an over-Solicitouſneſs this way betray you] D 


to the Temptation of baulking any neceſſary, tho unplea- ] be 
ſing Du toward them: As, not to reprove Sin, C 
or preſs Duty, where it lies not with their Inclinationf] an 
or Intereſt. I mentioned the former Rule to be regard-] ec 
ed, as an Help and Furtherance to Duty, and ſub- th 
ordinate to it, not any Hinderance of it. Abate not ta 
juſt and regular Zeal therefore againſt any evil youſ] Bc 
ſee in them, let not Regards to their Favour or Kind- n: 
neſs bribe you to any Degree of Unfaithfulneſs to = 
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i 3. When Occaſions of perſonal Reproof occur, do it 
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ih the utmoſt Prudence and Diſcretion that you are 
able, Diftinguiſh of Perſons, and Offences; regard | 
the Condition and Temper of thoſe you have to do 
with, the Nature and Circumftances of the Faults, 
the fitteſt Seaſon and Manner of dealing with them; 
governing your ſelf in all, by the End, viz. the Glo- 
ry of God, good of the Perſon reproved, and of any 
who are privy to the Fault. Make it as evident as 
poſſible, that tis Conſcience of Duty, Love to their 
Per ſons, not any Aim at, or Deſire of Prejudice to them 
any way, or of their Diſgrace, but of their real Ho- 
nour and Benefit that moves you. Let the Apoſtolic 
Directions be in your Mind: If any of you be overtaken Gal. 6. 
in a Fault, reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Mee kneſc. 
Of ſome have Compaſſion, making a Difference: And o- 
thers ſave with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, hating Jude v. 
even the Garment ſpotted with the Fleſh, All Sin muſt be 22523. 
diſcountenanc'd, but not all Sinners dealt with in the 
ſame manner. Such as ſin thro' Tenorance or Infir- 
mity, as are not ſtubborn and impudent, but have 
ſome Modeſty and Senſe of their Failings ; theſe are 
to be treated gently, and-with Compaſſion : others, 
who are more hardened and ſecure, miltft be ſaved too, 
if we can, tho' leſs Niceneſs, and more rough Ways 
be uſed 5 as one would with haſt, and without © 
Ceremony, pluck one out:of the Fire, who was fallen 
into tf. | ö 5 

4. Whatever Unkindneſſes you may meet with, or even 
Injuries and hard Dealings , yet have not too quick, oy too 
deep and laſting Reſentment of them. Have ever a ſtrict 
Guard on your own Temper and Conduct, that no 
Diſorder or Irregularity follow there. That which hath 
been ſaid of that good and glorious Martyr Archbiſhop - 
Cranmer, Do my Lord of Canterbury a ſhrewd Tarn, 
and yow'll have him your Friend ever after,  acknow- 
ledge mult be taken cum grano, to make it praiſe · wor- 
thy; but the meaning is, you muſt not be eaſily iiri- 
tated, nor fly into a Paſſion, or retain Anger long. 
Be of a nieek, tender, forgiving Spirit, in what perſo- _ 
nally concerns you; heap Coals of Fire on your E- Rom. 22. 
nemies Head; by Kindneſs ſtrive to melt down their 20. 
Unkindneſs. | 5. Be 
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Soul of the - Servant ; as the Soul of the R 
8 the Soul of the Poor. Civil Differences 

iltinctions there are, which call for anſn 
rable Differences in civil Reſpects; but in ſpiti- 
tual Conſideration the meaneſt is your 5 and to 
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be accounted for, and therefore to be look d after, he, 
Imes 2. well as the greateſt. All are of the Flock of God, p 
* chaſed by tbe Blood of his. Son. Have not the Faith ef ow you 


22 


Lord Feſus, therefore, with 7 5 of Perſons, Qnge more, I and 

6. Look for Aſſiſtance, Succeſs, and Acceptance, by be | 

and thro Jeſus Chrift, For Afiſtance ; for Die? ty my 

| there is in your Imployment, fuch as made the great 
2 Cot. 2. Apoſtle himſelf cry out: Who is ſufficient for theſe fing: ny. 
— But here is your Relief, Ve Man goerh on this Manfare ing 
'1 7 41 his own Charges. As you are Chriſt's Minitter, cam- I ful 
Fh 4. miſſioned, aud ſent out by him; fo be will ſtand by eaf 
1 ou aud help you. I can do ad 15 1 laid St. Pau, tha 
Mat. 28. thro Chriſt ſtrengi hening of me. In his Strength you Ser 
20. may addreſs your ſelt Le Work with Emin 
and Courage. He promiſed to be ith his Miniſters to are 

the End of the World, not only warranting what they] to 

doin his Name, and according to the Rules of his me 

Word ; but to belp them, tluo' their Labours and fl of 
Troubles. Sus out his Promiſe, and then, > per 

Look for Succeſs by him alſo, that he will make bis i: 

John 15. Work to F in your Hand. As without him yon can w: 
5. do nothing; ſo whatever you do, without his Bleſſing, I 0 
will come to nothing. Paul may plant, and Apollo ha 

water; but tis God that giveth, the Increaſe. Mini- || ce 

ſters are but Inſtruments, not Efficients, of any Grace || dc 

or good thing. Cathedram habet in celis, &c. He hath | M 

his Chair in Heaven, who reaches and teaches the Hearts of || th 

Men upon Earth. Look upward therefore, both for Help | ns 

and Succeſs; upon the whole, and in every part. And, || l- 

Too for Acceptance only in and thro" Chriſt. When || . 
Luke 17. you have done all, confeſs you are but an —_—_— as 
10. Servant; that you have done but your Duty, and that || 01 
wth ſuch Weakneſs and Impertection, as more needs m 

a Pardon, than merits a Reward. The beſt muſt ac- g 
knowledge this. Thank God for all his Grace and Help, || ai 

and for what Good is done by you; and look for the | P 
Acceptance of your Perſon and Services only thro' his I d, 


Son, 
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V, 4h Belowid. And this may be your Comfort; that Eph. r. 6. 
9 Your Acceptance (hadl not be b the Meaſure of Suc- 


eſs, but according to your Faithfulneſs and Integrity in 

diſcharge of your Duty. Tho' Iſrael be not gathered, : 

ſaid Iſaiah) yet ſhall 1 be glorious. Thank God who Ifa. 49. 5. 

always cauſeth his faithful Miniſters, to 7rigmph in 2 Cor. 2. 
riſt; for they are to God 4 ſweet Savour of Chri „ in 145 13. 

them that are ſaved, and in them that periſ z. 
And thus, Sir, I have ſet before you -ſomewhaf 8. © 

your Buſineſs: and Concern, in reference to your ſelf, 

and 50 Charge ; and a little of the Meaſures fit to 

be taken notice of in your Management of it. Would 

my Limits have admitted, I ſhould have added ſome- 

what of the Weightineſs of your Work, and the ma- 

ny and great Inducements, and Motives there are, to 

ingage you to the utmoſt Care, Diligence, and Faiths 

ſulneſs in Diſcharge of it. Much of this nature will. - 

eaſily occur to your own Thoughts, and needful it is, 

that you poſſeſs your Mind and Heart with as deep a 

Senſe thereof as may be. You are a Miniſter of God, 

{et by him in the Place and Station where now you 

are, to ſerve him in the Goſpel of his Son. The People Rom. 1-9: 

to whom you are to perform all that Service above | 

mention'd, are his Floh; who will exact an Account 

of every Sheep, every Lamb in it. If any wander and. 

periſh thro your Default, ſad will it be, at your Hand Zech. 12; 

it will be requir d. O how awful a Buſineſs is it to 17. 

watch for Souls! Wo to the Idol Shepherd. An Idol is x Cor. 8. 

nothing, nothing that it appears, or is taken to be; it 4. . 

bath Eyes, but ſees not; Ears, but hears not; it re- Vid.Ezek 

ceives the Homage and Sacrifices of the People, but 3+ Per tot. 

does them no good, they receive no Benefit from it. 

Wo to Shepherds like thoſe, who eat the Fat, and clothe 

themſelves with the Hool; Kill them that are fed, but feed 

not the Flock ; nho heal not the Sick, bind not up the Bro- 

ken, nor bring back that which is driven or gone away 3b 


* 


/ ey 4 


with Force and Cruelty rule them. God declares himſelf 


againſt ſuch, and will right himſelf and his Flock up- 
on them. Read and tremble at their Doom, and yet 
more at being ſuch, and deſerving of it. Be you 4 
good Shepherd, a Paſtor after God's own Heart, feeding Jar. 3.15; 
and watching over the Flock, delivering them out of all 


Places, where they havt been ſcatter d in the cloudy and 1 Pet. 5% | 


dark Day, and making them to lit down in green and fat 25 3» 4 
. Han,; 
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Exhortations: &. 4 
BUSY; 4% 343% 78 TY . 


Aare; then ſhall you be. own'd, and bleſſed of Wicv 
e when, the chuf Shepbird hall e, 50 


e, n Giny Ot fan ut of" 


* 
© 2 


% 4 


oy o , 


e o kde Pepe. Bf 
I ſhould add ſomewhatnow to you, Sirs, who have 
deſired and choſen this worthy Perſon to be your Pa- Nonc 

ſtor. You know your Duty, and I may not doubt of 
your Readineſs to perform it. Let me only be your 5 


Remembrancer in theſe few Particulars, viz. & por 
Phil. 2. 1. Receive this your Miniſter in the Lord, as or-fand 
29. dained and ſent to you from him, clothed with his ful 
Authority and Commiſſion, to take the Overſight Elmo! 
and Care of you, and watch for your Souls, as one that I Mi 


4 5 - 


mut give an Account. : 3 

x Theſ.;, 2. Eſteem him highly in Love for his Works ſake. This I to! 
12, 13. is connected with the former, in that Caſe of one ſent Ian: 
x Cor, 4. to the Philipplans : Hold ſuch in Reputation. Look on Nas k 


7. lim as a Miniſter of Chrift, and a Steward of the My. ma 


ſteriet of God. Such kind, and reſpectful Regards, will I Cot 

not only be for his Comfort, but your Benefit; as and 
hereby he will be mgaged and incouraged in "bis nes 

Work and Service toward you. OO 

3. Submit to his Miniſterial Teaching and Guidance, || the 

This is that the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks of: Obey yo 

them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, || ple 

. e. yield the Obedience of Faith to the Doctrine preach'd I wil 

by your ſpiritual Guides, and Submiſſion to what tha 
Poner the Lord hath given them over you, for your | hea 
Heb. 13. Edification; for they watch for your Souls, as they that. the 
7. ' miſt give an Account; that they may dv it with Foy, and tha 
not with Grief, for that is unprofitable for you. You will W. 

have the worſt of it, if they muſt give a bad Ac- | mi 

count of you. They will have Grief, but you will J not 

have the Damage; they, if faithful, ſhall be a ſweet || the 

Savour to God, even in them that periſh ;, their Upfigbt- I tov 

neſs will be rewarded, at the ſame time, when I fir 

their Peoples Diſobedience and UMprofirableneſs will | W 

be condemned. Take heed therefore of this, that your | Le 
Miniſter may have Joy, and not Grief, in the Account | Tr 


heſ be muſt give concerning For This is a great Part of. | 74 
127 er. 7 that knowing and acknowledging Miniſters, that is re- 2 
4 A their Perſons, but to be- of 


. quired ; not barely to xeſpe 
1. En. e 
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„ Wh - Feine INS» 
\Wicve their Doctrine, and recelye their Meſſage then - 1 
are they Chriſtianly received, whereas otherwiſe they Rom. 6. 
re at the beſt but humanly, Hear your Miniſter 7. 
rillingly, obey from the Heart the Form 4 Doctrine he Col. 3.16. 
Lelivers to you, let the Word and the Grace of Chriſt Phil. 1. 
dwell richly 4505 and be you filled with all the Fruits 11. 
F Righteouſneſs, yea with all the Fulneſs of God, And Eph. 3. 19, 
Fance )))) ß ̃ĩ FR IE. 
t of . Further wha You can his Indeavours, for Your own ; C 5 ES 
our Wand athers Good. Afford him ncedful outward Sup- 14. 8 * 
P ports and Incouragements, according to your Ability; Gal. 6. 6. 
or- and all other Ways that you are capable of, be help- M 
his ful to him. There is much that People may do to ꝓro- 
pit mote thi effectual and fruitful Diſcharge of their 
bat Miniſter's Duty, and Rrengthen their Hands in their 
Work; and what they can, ſurely they ſhould do; as 
bis to help bear their Burdens ſympathize with them in 
nt any of their Troubles and Afflictions, eſpecially ſuc _ 
on as befal them for the Goſpel ſake ; pity their Infirmities, — 
= © make juſt Allowances for their Frailties, put the beſt 
111 Conſtructions that fairly may be upon their Actions. 
as and Proceedings; b 8 


ut eſpecially conftantly, and c. 

1s N ne5tly to pray for them, and for a Bleſſing on their La- 
I bours, that the. Pleaſure of the Lord may proſper in Iſa. 53. ro. 

ce, their Hands, and his Word run and be glorified. See 2 Theſ. 3. 

6 || you do this toward your Miniſter, and may all Peo- 1. 

5, || ple do the ſame toward their own: Conſider them 

4 || with that Moderation, Equity, and juſt Allowance, eee 

at || that may be expected; ſothat they may not be diſ- | 

ir || hearten'd and preſs'd down, but born up rather in 

at, | their Imployment. They have Diſcouragements more A 

14 || than enough from within, by their own Infirmities and 

II Weaknefles ;, and from without, by the Hatred, En- 

-; mity, and Oppoſition of the World. Wherefore, let 

11 not ſuch as they are over in the Lord add any thing 

t || thereunto, by any perverſe, or contemptuous Carriage 

- | toward them; rather let them ſtrive all they can to 

n | firengtheh their Hands, and ſupport them in their 

I Work. Ik they ſuffer, be not aſhamed of their Chain. 2 Tim 

r | Let them in you (whatever they do in others) ſee the 16. 

t | Travel of their Soul. *Tis.th& greateſt Joy and Incou- Iſa. 53. 

£. | 7agementof Miniſters, when they ſee their Labours are IT. 

at in vain, When Timothy brought the good Tidings Ila. 49.4. 

of the Faith and Charity of the Theſſu/onians, ſaid the 

e . ‚ wet 2 5 n 3 1 . Apoſtle, 
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in the Lord. The Peog 2 25 18 Thee; 
We and what mates them yigotousin t 
and chearful in their eros 85: a Joy gives d nat 
3M I Prople © thus help: 1 5055 Miniſters, and HY J ab 
that other way mentioned, vis: praying much 
| « Theſ. 5. 41 arneitly for tbem. They bave Sin dwelling in 
2 Tuel. them, and emptations and Aſſaults ma 17 times 
. 3, more than others, from Satan and tiſe Worl n 
them; pray that they maß be victorious over Al |, ang 
ſo the better g out to Boat down Sin, -where-ever i 
tyrannizeth, aud inn others how to repel the fien 
arts of the vil one. Miniſters, a great Part of whole 
Work is to pray for others, greatly ſtand in need of thi 
ſame from their People. St. Paul himſelf, who had 
on. ſuch large Meaſure of Gifts and Abilities, yet often 
Ro. 15. requeſts this: Brethren,” pray for, 15 th oy Word of thi 
20. Tord may have free, ( onrſe, and loriſied. And 
8 6. elſewhere: 7 beſeech Joh, for the Lord if us Chriſt's ſakey 
8 . and for the Love of the 60 that you ſtrive together with 
| 4-2 dne in your Prayers to God for me. And And Agait Conti 
ul in Prayer, withal praying for 7 Aſa, that God would! 
* open anto us 4 Door of Utterapce,. to ſpeak the Ahle, 
_ Chri#t, tha: il way make it yt as 1 ong bt to Neth, 
8 2 Cor « * This is a lit way of helping them, helping together. by 
Peer for 4% 555 the ſame Apts, in another Place, 
Want of this watering. by the Prayers of the 1 | 
well as of Miniſters, is one Occaſion of ſo 5 
renne ſe. For your own fakes, and tlie Igel! of Reli⸗ 
_ pow, and Comfort of your Miniſters: therefore re- 
| edy this Defect. A praying People is the moſt hopes! 
ful Means to have à profitable. Miniftry. The Beft 
| need, and deſire, and will be thankful for it, and ſo to 
de fare wilt the eaneſt; among whom, yout preſent 
Monitor herein intreats the Remembrance of on, to 


whom it 1 is . e any: other Io; hear * 


A. 


you ite. . 
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